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HEILE | dXk=?l2t O|R=¢l DFSAE]ol thh ofs2| Olsl: UEH HXE Sele=z

AA Azolu 719 AReM eHAY okFse  AYE Aidls sl AdHow & 179
& oo, daked] Al 2T 44 A 9 wkeo] F VE(dd B vs, A EE) 1t
b, oA ?] AN 3HEA ARk 29, 44§ MR TEA YeEtHRAR, o5 17 T 182
gk 1g)o] eEste] olopr|E thA] STk o] e Aol Awslal ol v=w gle] niw
TS BT oloplE tAl SuFAl T Aedl ARt ARl @' 459 ol ofd oksd
AAl = 719 el Agei gRlenE ojof g 2Rile] i Awke-S ARkl dHel 2
71 W& olsfstAu =8 ARdE 7198k dell  AdeAollas vldth
= 2 ojEEol fle Ao® yEhgth Zb A 5 ellA olepr] Aol FolaHA
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The current study investigated to what extent a developmental lag exists between
children’s understanding of first-order and second-order beliefs. Children aged 4-5
years (N=72) were divided into four age-subgroups and received 2 first- and 2
second-order false belief tasks. First- and second-order tasks were designed to have a
similar story structure and length, while minimizing differences in complexity between
the two tasks. In addition to analyzing mean level of success, the study provided
information about individual patterns of performance through within-child comparisons.
The main findings were that first-order success did precede second-order success and
that this sequence of mastery was invariant across all participants. It also appeared
that the time lag between the two success was approximately 1 year; first-order
success emerged after 4.5 years of age while second-order success emerged after 5.5
yvears of age. These findings provide evidence for the predicted developmental lag

between first- and second-order theory-of-mind.

Keywords: theory of mind, develoomental lag, second-order belief, false belief task
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