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s=dElEelAl e

Z2 A (genericity) E%(generic

o 2]
= 1 [e}
expression)= YRFA 0| HHZAQ Agho]u} AL

& 7tel7le A7E vethiRE, 2010).
53], 44 AL & FTHkind)ol ofgt
dubdoln APA 542 Uehdin EF/
e fFd4, 474, AEAA F4d et
7142 Ha UThyons, 1977). FH/4= &3l
A

rr
fy
>
o

Star & Flukes, 2002). ©] J
b 1 TR EdAoln F
AANAF7] W Eo]thGelman, 2004; Chambers,
Graham & Turner, 2008). ol WA EFAA
& oW FRE MdAer WFssla FH
o] dnky EAE offfste Wl EF
(Prasada, 2000). ©] & olefe] FAA o
< Ul AuEa

o
=
=

=

(1) a. Bats live in caves.
HHle s A
b. This bat lives on the tree.
©l e i At
A9 (e FHAQ] RHOZ Base &
A9 9% Bahe Aol ohle W
T g ®MFE AAIY 2 =

AMEA ojd B E oA =W 1 9HE
LA AFLFSS A7 FEsA Kt
Hete 33 1de 53l 42 A2 7|ve
2 o] i FEo A Zolg 4A FEZ
T e Holth AAz 9zt wj$- AF
Q1AM BE AP = Bsta o]k 2
4 BAES T8 BT AET AE
W o A4E F53tn 23S IS
g 9domn o] QIzte] &L Al Ul F&
S AAE FAT F UEE Fv 78T o
o 71AEt B 4 3 ThPrasada, 2000).
F3A2 2dole TFE AAsted 34

o,

S /‘}:rL(generic noun phrases: NPS)7}‘ {%—'01
F-&Hth ol FF-AA HAFH(Kind-referring

i oA (A, 1997, AGAH,
=9 Aol Hed, ole &
g FAA on s vele T3
2 Jhdel B3 BARE E dEh] WE
o] ‘:}(Cimpian & Markman, 2008; Gelman, Goetz,
Sarnecka & Flukes, 2008).

(2) a. Bats live in caves.
b. The dog has four legs.
¢. A bird has hollow bones.
d. Gold is valuable.

4 WA BAF JEE4 540 F=
HA =, Jolde FAAHS Fdstax
g o), FIHAL Bl (bare plural, 2a), 3

Ab D58 Ell(definite singular, 2b), 73 FALEE)
(indefinite article, 2¢), E7}} " Akmass noun,
299 dEl sol ZE&HH o9 HEol F
(number), A] A (tense), }E}(aspect) =9 dAMER
8- ¥ THGelman, 2004; Hollander, 2002). 12]
U o] T oo FHAAAN 7HE i
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B2 25 Yehvte A T3t
2kal ghehbr14d, 2000).

F5 AFEL oMsEe] FExRH
SAE BEste FALS TR

[e}
t}. AW, Gelman@ Raman(2003)& T+
=]
B
=

e

o= i

2
B ‘the7} ETEHAEA ofdA|o] wh
] Fast7] Attt B3t
BEHE 8EF wxE, AAEH
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FATh SERE ofue} 3, 44 o} A}
goll sl ol gx e AR A4
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ofjl
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e
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i
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AL & W, EAR ARATE B
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Rk ofue} 2o AT A v 2, 34

7w A B AR RS

to e mo L wo v ¥ off = of ont rot T
' N
£l
ol
32

dom ol 22 WHFo fEE FAAN
AL 4= 9lthal SKGelman & Bloom, 2007;

Graham, Nayer & Gelman, 2011).

Chambers, Graham¥} Turner(2008)= T 44
Adle olelg & w9l mi¢ Fwsta 7
oAl waEo] na itk ol ATl
ME ofelgdllAl sobA] e FEle] did
S, pagon®|Bte 7HEe FE)S HojFH,
Tl S/l tal T AL EA©], Pagons
are friendly)fﬂr H)ZA A9 EH(These pagons are
friendly) &2 U0l Z4Zko] ofFoAl AFdH
T, o]del AAE FEF RFe FLA
gk Ao] Th2 g Ko g
AYEASE FolHYT ©

O == hyA (e}
%_. 7‘70]240] ITHLo
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I
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fu o

Ve Aew fRAT FHE apjel WFE
QA Aoz vehdth deln EWAE
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< AR Yehdta Eadchcdd A,

o
5
O
=
ofj
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4 289 A5 dFEEY dAgAES
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B ARl w58 F AEEHA Eva
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3) a. M= FY3 F=o|th
b. o] 77} At ERE A4S Q.
e w7 “(200(»4 A H2003) §=F

ojo] F# HWATE UEE 93 o5 JH
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The Korean Journal of Developmental Psychology
2014, Vol. 27, No. 1, 179-196

Making generic inferences from generic expressions

among Korean 3-year-olds

Jieun Bang Youngon Choi

Chung-Ang University, Psychology

Generic expressions (e.g., “Birds have wings”) describe different general properties and help children
acquire knowledge of a given category. Although prior studies have suggested that generic inferences
become more sophisticated around 4 years of age, no studies have tested younger age groups, and the
findings have largely been limited to children in English-speaking communities. The present study
examined Korean-speaking 3-year-olds’ abilities to make inferences based on generic expressions. First, we
clicited and analyzed Korean-speaking adults’ utterances that described general properties of an animal
category, and found that the most widely utilized generic noun phrases (NPs) of Korean were bare
singulars, with the topic marker ewn/mm accompanying these NPs. We then presented Korean 3-year-olds
with generic expressions about properties of novel animals using these morpho-syntactic features, and
observed the extent to which they were willing to extend the property to a novel instance of the given
category. Specifically, we examined whether 3-year-olds can make generic inferences regardless of the
strength of evidence (e.g., number of exemplars), or when an exception was introduced. We found that
3-year-olds can make generic inferences regardless of evidence strength, and distinguish genericity from
nongenericity despite the presence of an exception. The findings suggest that sophisticated abilities to
make generic inferences are present as early as 3 years old, and the development of inferential abilities is

universal rather than language- or culture-specific.

Key words : generic expression, genericity, language development, concept development, generic inferences
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