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<Abstract>

The Representation of Dalian in Modem Japan

: A colonial city as a method

In modern Japan, two different images about Dalian are co-existing: a modern city
and a colonial city. Those images of Dalian represent an aspect of Dalian as a colonial
seaport town built in the 20" century. Dalian has been under the domination of Great
powers including England, Russia and Japan, one after another, and in the process,
it became a representative colonial seaport town in East Asia where different ethnic
groups co-existed. Firstly, I will look at Dalian’s modern history. This can be said
to be the history of ordeal in a sense that the city of Dalian has passed through the
contacts and conflicts with different ethnic groups. And secondly, I will look at a
possibility of a new identity which was born in the midst of the history.

Multi-cultural society of Dalian was another feature of colonial city of Dalian
resulting from the history of Imperialism. Diaspora people or marginal men, who were
created in the midst of political chaos, were definitely the tragic existence as well
as the victim of history. At the same time, they relativized the logic of a nation-state
that regards the equation of the ethnic origin with political identity as natural. In this
sense, Dalian, a colonial seaport city built in 20" century, has a significance as a

method to imagine the post-modern times.
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