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<Abstract>

Noda in casual conversations of Korean-speaking leamers of Japanese

—A comparison with noda in formal conversations —

In the current study, we focus on the actual use of #noda in casual conversations with
the plain form of Korean-speaking learners. Further, this study compares and analyzes the
use of noda pronounced in casual conversations by Korean-speaking learners, using formal
conversations of Korean-speaking learners and casual conversations of Japanese native

speakers. The results are summarized as follows:

(1) Korean-speaking learners use noda more frequently in formal conversations than
in casual conversations. Korean-speaking learners use noda less frequently than do
Japanese native speakers in casual conversations.

(2) Korean-speaking learners use noda much more often than other modality
expressions both in casual and formal conversations. However, this tendency is more
pronounced in formal conversations.

(3) The affinity between noda and verbal predicates is found in polite conversations

but not in casual conversations.

Hence, noda in Korean-speaking learners has been found to be used in formal
conversations much more frequently than in casual conversations. Additionally, the
characteristics of the use of noda in polite conversations are not found in casual
conversations. With regard to the recognition of the frequent use of noda in formal
conversations, learners may tend to avoid using the morphologically complex -masu type
in difficult verbal predicates in the polite form system and instead use the simplified form

of mechanically suffixing n-desu onto the plain form.



