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The meaning of 'leadership core' in the Chinese

Communist Party and the political status of
Xi Jinping(#3r7F)

Ahn, Chiyoung

The ‘leadership core’ status in the Chinese leadership was raised by
Deng Xiaoping in 1939. China has transformed its leadership system
into a collective leadership system as a result of its reflection on the
Cultural Revolution after the reform, but it has raised the leadership
core’ as the center of authority to supplement the limits of the
decentralized collective leadership system in the process of succession
to a new generation. Therefore, the ‘leadership core’ is stronger than the
"primus inter pares” of the collective leadership system, but is restricted
by the collective leadership system itself.

The collective leadership system and the "leadership core” is an
institutional mechanism designed for the dual purpose of prevention of
power monopoly by individuals and efficient exercise of power. In this
regard, the main direction of China’s political system reform after the
reform was to form a stable succession system in which periodic
personnel changes are made. To this end, the CCP created formal and
informal institutions and practices such as the term limit and the age
rule, and formed the promotion system and succession system of cadre
including top leadership.

The succession after Jiang was made by such a system, and the
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granting of ‘leadership core’ status to Xi Jinping was the result of such
institutional mechanism. For that reason, the political status of Xi
Jinping 1s limited by such institutional mechanisms.

Key Words : Chinese Communist Party, Leadership Core, Collective
Leadership System, Xi Jinping, Succession System
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