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The Roles of the Chinese Cotton Millowner’s
Association in Response to the Recession

in the Cotton Textile Industry
after the First World War

Kim, Ji Hwan

The Chinese Cotton Millowner's Association (CCMA) was
established in 1918 as an important partnership group for the cotton
textile industry, which was China’s greatest industry. The CCMA
played a crucial role in protecting the interests of the entire textile
industry and leading its development. The background for the
establishment of the CCMA was the epoch-making development of the
Chinese cotton textile industry during the First World War, which was
a golden era of Chinese industrial development. However, against this
backdrop, Japan insisted that the Chinese government set lower import
tariffs on cotton products to reflect the demand from the Japanese
cotton textile industry. To be able to respond to this, the Chinese cotton
textile industry needed to strengthen its partnership capabilities beyond
associations between individual companies, to promote the interests of
the industry in the process of planning and implementing national
economic policies. This describes the key factors that led to the
establishment of the CCMA.

In addition, after the First World War, the CCMA recognized the
vulnerability and limitations of the textile industry that had seen such
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enormous development because of the wartime boom and actively
pushed ahead with measures to resolve post-war depression. These
measures included improving the internal management of the CCMA
and making changes in its production structure. The most important
change was that the CCMA led improvements in management by
diversifying and gentrifying products, to move away from a
concentration on the production of moderate-to-lower—grade goods and
from mutual competition. To summarize, the CCMA actively coped with
the post-war depression and led the development of the industry by
seeking changes in its production structure.

Key Words : Cotton Textile Industry, Chinese Cotton Millowner’s
Association, the First World War, Cotton, Export
Duties, Reduction of Output
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