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This paper deals with the causes of the development of semantic converseness in Chinese.
It suggests that, when the meaning of a word denotes a multi-directional movement, or bears
multi-directional  forces, the reversed meanings emerge among those who take opposite
perspectives.

There are two kinds of semantic converseness. One is developed from the agent/patient
dichotorny, and the other from endocentric/exocertric distinction. Evidences from historical as well

as dialectal materials are given.
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