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(Abstract)

The transcription of the long lost The Annotations on Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra (4
35427%), which is in Dunhuang Academy’s collections, is a hand copy done in Northern
Dynasties. There are 9 pieces of paper of the transcription still can be seen today. The
transcription is written on both sides of the paper and they were done by the same
person. On the obverse side of the transcription, the key words of the sutra are written
in bigger sized Chinese characters followed by annotation in smaller sized Chinese
characters. The annotator was highly possible to be one of KumarajivaC&BE&H(H)'s
advanced students. There is a supplementary annotation of Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra
done by the copyist. As an early copy of its kind, it has highly precious documentary
value. This transcription is rather well preserved. It is comparatively long and contains
a lot of Chinese characters in nonstandard forms. It is a very good material for studying
Chinese characters in nonstandard forms in the Dunhuang MSS written in early period.
In this paper the author complied and made philological studies of some of these

- —
nonstandard Chinese characters, eg. (&), VR ts%), 81w, 282, Bw),
The author studied the origin and change of these nonstandard Chinese characters.
Based on his studies, the author discussed and corrected the viewpoints made by the

predecessors.

Key words: The transcription of the long lost The Annotations on Vimalakirti
Nirdesa Sutra Collected by Dunhuang Academy, Chinese characters in

nonstandard forms in the Dunhuang MSS, philological studies of
Chinese characters in nonstandard forms, ﬁv(ﬁﬁ), Mi’('l%f%), -35?1
. 28w B
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