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(Abstract)

A Research of Episteme of Shamanism in Ancient China:

Focusing on the Social Status of Shaman in Shang Dynasty

Lim, Hyunsoo

This dissertation is to reexamine the validity of the theory of shamanism in Shang
Dynasty. It was presented by Chen Meng Ja and Zhang Guang Zhi. It is that Shang
Dynasty was controlled by shamanism and the king of Shang was all the shamans’
leader. On the one hand, oracle bone inscriptions, the documents of divination in Shang
Dyasty, are greatly shortage of the data of shamanism. If Shang Dynasty was
dominated by shamanism, it is commonsensically proper that there would have been
much informations of it in oracle bone inscriptions. Paying attention to the incongruity
between theory and sources like that, this dissertation tried to investigate whether the
theory of shamanism in Shang Dynasty was true or not. It intended to inquire the social
status of shamans in Shang Dynasty as well. The assertion of it was crucially realized
by relying on interest in writing. Shang Dynasty performed religious practices such as
divination based on writing. In other words, writing was the core of Shang religion. It
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is sufficiently persuasive that writing restricted and managed the spirituality of shamans
in Shang Dynasty, and so there was the opposition between divination groups using
writing and shamans. The king of Shang was the head of the former. Consequently the

social status of the latter was lower than the former.

Key Words: Shang Dynasty, shamanism, shaman, pre-Chin period, Chen Meng Ja,
Zhang Guang Zhi, oracle bone inscription, writing, divination, ecstasy,

Guo Yu, Zhou Li
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