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(Abstract)

The Mongol Empire and the Mythicization of Mulan':
A Study on the Mongolian Cultural Hybridity Reflected in the Mulan's
Epitaph of Yuan Dynasty

Lee, Yeong-Suk

This study has noticed that the shape of the "Mulanshi( K £%), of the Bei-Wei(Jt4t)
was remarkably reproduced in the Yuan(st) Dynasty as a religious figure, object of
objection, and worship, and it was considered necessary to consider it from a
socio—cultural perspective. The noticed texts are the two inscriptions of the Yuan(st)
Dynasty, "Hanxiaoyuejiangjunji(i# 2444 £42),( 2173(1332)) written by Da-shian(ix#
%) and "Xiaoliejiangjuncixianghianzhengji(Z Zi4% FfgH%.E18), (7T42(1334)) written
by Hou-youzhao(#£H4 ).

In each of the inscriptions, Mulan was worshiped as a ‘goddess’ like Nuwa that is
said to have made human or revered as a sacred image of ‘virtuous woman'. This study
is worth because the form of ‘female divinity’ and ‘a chaste lady’ of the two inscriptions
are an important mechanism that can simultaneously reflect the religious viewpoint and
the gender view of the Yuan(st) Dynasty.

This study refers to the existing Mongolian documents such as "Secret history of the
Mongolian(Z##:%);, "Jangary, "Gesery, the Mongolian heroic Epics, and related works
on Mongolian folklore and tradition, discusses the form from the viewpoint of ‘religious
culture’, ‘gender notion’ and ‘cultural phenomenon’.

First, the ‘goddess’ Mulan shows that the beliefs and shamanistic traditions of the
Mongolian tribe are changing to conform to the national system of the Yuan(7©.) Empire.
This is an interesting change that illustrates the process by which the characteristics
of races are absorbed into the imperial system.

Second, ‘a chaste lady’ can be understood as a dualistic gender phenomenon in which
the different value system of nomadic and Confucianism, which are represented by
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martialism and fidelity.

Third, the formation of the ‘Mulan culture’ can be regarded as the early stage of the
cultural contents cultivated by the characteristics of place and genre, such as shrines and
inscriptions.

The examination of the process from two Mongolian Yuan(;t) Dynasty inscriptions
to the value of the ‘goddess’, the ‘a chaste lady’, and the ‘cultural products’, the work
that can see how the literature and culture affects society’s group, values and policy to
be. Literature can be confirmed through the various images of two inscriptions that it
is the organic existence of the times and breathing and creates new value through open

ending and changes.

Key words: Mulan, Mongolian, tribe, Epics, Shamanism, goddess, chastity
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