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o ABSTRACT
A study on the perception of faith in St. Mary of Guadalupe

Chong-Wook PARK

The faith in St. Mary of Guadalupe is supposed to be concerned not as reminiscence
of historical events or legends, but organic product of having nowness. It's an
organism that can not be stay in a fixed type. From the perspectives of syncretism
the coexistence of heterogeneous elements (Symbiosis) between Catholicism and
Aztec's religion has been changed constantly depending on the necessity and function
of the subjects who have dreamed the social integration.

It's fundamentally clear that the faith in St. Mary of Guadalupe is still valid
phenomenon in the modern Mexican society and that the faith is an aspect of
popular catholicism which includes the remaining elements of the religion of the
Aztecs. This is to understand the meanings of the perception of the contemporary
mexicans on the phenomenon for the faith in St. Mary of Guadalupe. Through
in-depth interviews, it is revealed that a high rate of sharing of the information
does not mean the proportional acceptance of the history. It's a interesting point
to see that the mexicans consider the faith in St. Mary of Guadalupe catholic
belief, having a feeling of strong tie between themselves and the Aztec's religion.
In spite of the historical conflicts over the veracity of St. Mary of Gaudalupe,
the majority of the contemporary mexicans consider the faith positive element
to consolidate the nationality and socio-cultural identity of México against the

socio-political and ethnic conflicts in the Mexican Society.
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