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ABSTRACT

The characteristics of Colombian liberalistic reformation 
and federalism in the 19th century

Cha Kyung Mi

The 19th century could not relatively receive attention from local 

researchers because it was treated as the past cut off from the present 

as the formative period of modern states of Latin America. According 

to the characteristics of area studies which focus on changes of politics 

and society, studies on past affairs could not have been the main focus 

of attention. But as new liberalism has appeared in Latin America, is 

throwing the spotlight on liberalism. In addition, the studies on the 19th 

century have been activated and gradually expanded. And interpretation 

about the 19th century's history has been variously arranged. Especially, 

discussion on liberalism and conservatism was established as the key words 

which can understand and reconsider Latin America in the 19th century.

Colombian liberalism which could not overcome heritage of the colonial 

period in the 19th century and did appear advocating reformation was 

another form of authoritarianism. Reformation promoted by liberalism was 

utilized to keep privilege of the ruling class, not to remove the social 

and economic structure derived from the colonial period. New reformist 

forces which advocated mercantilism after the middle of the 19th century 

but they were formed based on the existing system. Colombian Liberal 

Party was developed as "Another name of conservatization" by reflecting 

understanding of the conservatives.

Colombian liberalists preferred federalism to cut off from repressive 

characteristics of Spanish colonial rule and secure autonomy of local control 
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through reformation based on economic understanding. Therefore, 

discussion on the form of government which focused on federalism and 

centralism acted as the causes of conflict between Colombian liberalism 

and conservatism. Based on this point, this study tries to analyze liberalism 

reforms which is the main issue in the Colombian history in the 19th 

century and consider history of Colombian political conflicts focusing on 

federalism. The origin of Violencia which is the political violence and 

Colombian history in the 19th century which has been a series of rebellion 

can be considered through this procedure.

        

Keywords

The 19th Century's History, Liberalism, Conservatism, Feformation, Federalism, 

Political Conflicts
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