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 ABSTRACT

Independence of Latin America

and the Role of Afro-Ibero America: 

Mainly with Cimarron's Resistance and Comuneros Revolution

Kyung Mi Cha

Meantime there has been a tendency to keep silent about the role of Afro-Ibero 

America Diaspora which contributed to the spirit of independence and the 

realization of country foundation ideology in the official history of Latin America. 

In some countries, although the collective resistance of Afro-Ibero America 

Diaspora, which intended to establish a liberal and equal society resisting against 

slavery and colonization system, was the foundation of independence and the 

establishment of a new country, their contribution has been difficult to leave an 

official trace in Caucasian criollo-centered history system. Along with the 

development of Hcienda in 17th Century, black slaves' collective resistance was 

developed mainly with el Virreinato de la Nueva Granada, the center of the 

Independence movement of Brazil and South America. The black people who 

escaped resisting against slavery formed communities and developed organized 

activities through various politics and social activities. However, such 

communities were mostly dispersed or destroyed by the colonial power, and the 

collective resistance of Afro-Ibero America Diaspora lost life.   

On the other side, in case of Colombia, a community of escaped black slaves 

which was formed in the early 17th Century is solely remaining in Latin America, 

moreover, Afro-Ibero America Diaspora's struggle for liberty and equality became 

the foundation for Comuneros revolution and Independence movement in the late 

18th Century. Comuneros revolution which occurred in 1781 awoke 

self-awareness of liberty and equality, and became an ideological base for 

independence movement based on revolutional republicanism and philosophy of 

enlightenment. It is considered that South America's independence movement lead 

by Simón Bolívar was a history that could not have started without historical 



base of Afro-Ibero America Diaspora's resistance against colonization system. 

Therefore, this study intends to discuss the role and achievement of Afro-Ibero 

America Diaspora in the process of independence of Latin America mainly with 

Colombia, which is the center of Independence movement of South America. 

Through this process, this study intends to revaluate historical contribution of 

Afro-Ibero America which has been relatively neglected meanwhile in the process 

of independence and the establishment of country. 
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