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 ABSTRACT

A Reflection on the Avant-garde Small Theater in Paris, France

PARK, Hyung-Sub

This study is about small theaters in Paris which produced the theater of the 

avant-garde(or theatre of the absurd) in the 50s. Paris was at the center of 

astonishing passion by small theaters in terms of spectacle. Small theaters 

actively embraced young actors/actresses, theater troupe and playwrights who 

created a new way to express their plays. They were mostly obscure but showed 

talent and genius. So playwrights came from abroad such as E. Ionesco, S. 

Beckett, A. Adamov and others were able to create a new type of comedy and 

experience theatrical realization. On the other hand, a great many drama creators 

such as R. Blin, N. Bataille, J.-M. Serreau, J. Noël and others appeared.

We focused on studying about life of small theaters in Paris as mentioned 

earlier. The space of representation were limited. They were mostly about 

ridiculing of dramaturgy of comedy and theatrical realization. The substandard 

situations and conditions of small theaters fell far short of advantages of 

spectacle. Some of the theaters ― Babylone, Noctambules, Nouveau Lancry, 

Quartier-latin ― have not been able to survive up to this day. Other Theaters 

― Huchette and Poche-Montparnasse ― have been able to last by performing 

creative activities.

The theaters of the avant-garde are historic places of Drama Art. It is quite 

astonishing that some of the monuments did not last any longer. These were the 

places where La Cantatrice chauve by Ionesco and En attendant Godot by 

Beckett were premiered. When will they be restored to their original state? 

Meanwhile, the theater of Huchette have performed the comedies of Ionesco for 

last 60 years without a break. It becomes the museum of theater of the absurd 

that is the cradle of modern play.

In conclusion, a great many play creators like playwrights, directors and set 

designers  saw the light of day because of small theaters when there were not 

enough support fund. Their passion and curiosity still make us look forward to 



emerging of new drama.
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