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(FTA, face threatening act)
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(Brown & Levinson 1987:132-187).

(1) :

a. : I'm looking for a comb.

b. : Won't you open the door?

c. : You don't have any manila envelopes, do you by any chance?

d. : I just dropped by for a minute to ask you if you ...

e. , , : Excuse me, sir, but would you mind if I close the 

window?

.

(positive politeness) . ‘ ’, ‘ ’ 

(negative politeness) (face)

. , 

(2) (Brown & Levinson 



1987:104-124):

(2) :

a. : What a fantastic garden you have!

b. : Come here, buddy.

c. (small talk)

d. : OK if I tackle those cookies now?
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(V) (Hudson 2001). 
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(3) / : Please call me John.
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A Brief History of Flattery (Stengel, 2000) 2006
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. 2012

. Stengel
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(18) : (425-426)

  a. .

  b. . 

  c. .

flattery

‘ ’ . 

.

flatter flattery

Flattery . 

, . Merriam-Webster On 

Line . 

(19) a. the act or practice of flattering

  b. (i) :  something that flatters     (ii) :  insincere or excessive praise

‘ ’

. (19b(i)) ‘ ’

. 1990

2012 4 5 The Corpus of 

Contemporary American English(COCA) . 



.  flatter, flatters, flattered

flattery, flatteries . 

. , 

flatter/flatters (20) , 

. 

‘ ’ .

(20) a. What did Lucy really look like? If that picture flatters her, 

what'd she really look like? (COCA 1990 SPOK 

ABC_Primetime)

    b. The Athena's attractively trim fit flatters ladles' curves better 

than any other rain jacket we tested this year. (COCA 2012 

MAG Backpacker)

    c. A just-above-the-shoulder cut flatters all hair textures and face 

shapes, says Santini. (COCA 2011 MAG Cosmopolitan)

 

, 

(21) .  Schadenfreude

. (22)

, 

‘ ’ .

(21) When we see someone mightier than we divested of his dignity, 

stripped of his pretensions, humiliated in public, we feel 

comforted by having retained our own dignity, pretensions, good 

name. Perhaps after all, we conclude, it is just as well that we 

are not so rich, powerful, beautiful, talented. Schadenfreude, in 

this regard, is an equalizing, leveling, democratizing emotion; it 

flatters our self-love.



(COCA 2012 MAG TownCountry)

(22) By this stage I was beginning to see what Major Jodrel had 

warned me about. "It is not my place to flatter you, ma'am." 

"No? You are ill at ease in my company, Lieutenant, especially 

when I smile. That flatters me, too."

(COCA 2012 FIC FantasyScifi)

2005 flatter/flatters

965 . 

. 3 flatters 106 , 

11 10 ‘ ’

. 91% ‘

’ .

flattered 1040 , 

, , 

. 88%

70% (23) . 

‘ ’ 

: 

flattered . 

(23) You should feel flattered that I am taking some time about this. 

It is a matter that requires a great deal of consideration. (COCA 

2012 FIC Bk:BloodSecret)

flattery , 

‘ ’

. 475 , 

88%

flattery 12% . 



(24) . (25)

.

(24) Now my writer's mind runs freely over their history: meetings 

with friends from the mills; the flattery of his attention; maybe 

his look that suggested things she wanted-not vulgar things, but 

intimacies. (COCA 2005 FIC America)

(25) Having said all that, I freely admit that the flattery of 

crossgenerational flirting can go both ways. I am still young 

enough to enjoy being mistaken for someone older, and chatting 

with an older man makes me feel and look older. 

(COCA 1999 MAG MensHealth)

‘ ’ . 

‘ ’

.

(26) The house too looked confident, a five-story limestone on a street 

of its cousins. Cornelia lived on the top floor. No elevator and 

no concession from her to any difficulty in the ascent. Subtle 

flattery. The door opened into a small kitchen with a table, oven, 

fridge and chair. Versailles it wasn't. (COCA 1995 FIC 

Triquarterly)

. (27)

, (28)

. 

(27) A little more than a year later, President Clinton brought Barak 



together with Arafat at Camp David in an effort to set an overall 

peace plan. Mr. Clinton opened the Camp David talks 

with flattery and optimism. Pres-CLINTON: (From 2000) Both 

Prime Minister Barak and Chairman Arafat have the vision, the 

knowledge, the experience and the ability and the sheer guts to 

do what it takes, I think, to reach an agreement and then to take 

it back to their people and see if they can sell it.

(COCA 2002 SPOK NPR_Sunday)

(28) They loved me because I agreed that writing should be easy. The 

deception involved telling the students what they wanted to 

hear and praising them however much they foundered. At 

evaluation time, they would be pleased enough by their " success 

" that they would return the praise. Teaching, in such a light, 

amounted to flattery.     (COCA 2001 MAG Time)
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(32) a. A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet. 

29:5 

b. A lying tongue hates its victims, and a flattering mouth works 



ruin. 26:28

c. He that loves to be flattered is worthy of the flatterer. 

William Shakespeare, Timon of Athens

d. flattery's the food of fools. Jonathan Swift, Cadenus and Vanessa
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 ABSTRACT

Cultural Differences in Politeness and Notion of Flattery

Yoon, Jae-Hak

This paper looks into several aspects of linguistic behaviors attested in Korean 

and American English corpora. A special attention is paid to the areas of 

politeness phenomena, terms of address, power and solidarity, practice of 

flattery, and closely-related non-linguistic behaviors such as tipping and 

gift-giving conventions. 

An analysis of the data reveals that Korean society remains very much 

superior-oriented, non-egalitarian, non-democratic despite the pride and sense of 

accomplishment among the populace that the nation has achieved a satisfactory 

level of democracy.

In particular, the following facts in Korean and the Korean society are 

exposed by an examination of the data:

There is a notional gap of positive politeness

Superiors enjoy an unfair advantage in the power and solidarity system

The terms of address system is set up to make a clear distinction between 

levels and the terms of address, in turn, dictate norms of expected behavior

The notion and practice of flattery heavily favors superiors

 Non-linguistic acts of gift-giving and tipping are consistent with the 

examined social interactions 

As a result, all the benefits, emotional as well as material, are garnered by 

superiors. These facts may reflect the real Korea that people are used to being 

comfortable with, a pre-modern, feudalistic society, something akin to its kin 

in the north. We may proclaim that we aspire to a more democratic society. 

However, it appears Koreans, deep inside, may have been seeking a powerful 

dictator all along. 



These findings help provide a partial but insightful clue to the political puzzle: 

why Koreans grew uncomfortable with an egalitarian and democratic president 

and could not save him, but instead replaced him with a succession of a 

corrupted businessman and the authoritarian daughter of a former dictator. The 

flight to democracy has stalled in midair, not quite making the grade yet. There 

is plenty of linguistic evidence in Korean.
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