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❖ ABSTRACT

Galician Nature and People as 

Seen through La hija del mar by Rosalía de Castro

Song, Sun-ki

This study found that La hija del mar (1859) by Rosalía de Castro describes, 

as the background to the work, the lives of Galicians, along with the movement 

of the sea, scenes of the coast, storms, and lively plants in Muxía, a small city 

of Galicia and Cabo de Finisterre. It was shown that the nature of Galicia, as described 

in the work, is a beautiful site where fishermen and farmers live among the full 

aroma of plants and flowers, as well as being a subject of fear to the people there.

Furthermore, it was also shown through the funeral process, along with a depiction 

of the natural environment, the unique place of Galicia is part of the traditional 

heritage that the Galician people have preserved, in which Roman Catholic rituals 

are mixed with superstitious rites. Moreover, the author shows through a description 

of the excessive drinking culture of Dionysian rites or Libation rites that Galicia 

is a land with longstanding and profound folk customs, as well as a special culture. 

It was proved that the work is a specific representation of the author's perspective. 

Thus, Rosalía depicts the lives of people and the natural environment, which have 

not been examined profoundly, although they always existed in Galicia. This 

provides space where the external reality of Galicia and part of the identity of 

Galicia can be elucidated. 
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