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< ABSTRACT

The Violence of Neoliberalism Represented in the Works of
Eduardo Galeano

Yoo, Wang-Moo

In the twenty-first century, one of the most controversial issues concerns neoliberal
policies and its results. In particular, since the mid-1980s, the United States and
international financial institutions have imposed their programs on Latin American
countries. The result is a deepening social inequality in Latin America that puts
an emphasis on financial stability instead of social security. Consequently, social
inequality is worsened and an imbalance in income distribution took place. Because
of the flexibility of labor, the middle class is destroyed. For the poor person
deprived of the opportunity to rise, violence is a common occurrence in daily
life. Thus, in this context, Eduardo Galeano raises the necessity of a critique
concerning the values that neoliberalism regards as important. Furthermore, Galeano
is also wary of the “militarization of neoliberalism.” This is because the neoliberal
multinationals motivate a war without borders under the guise of peace. Neo-liberal
policies also contribute to environmental pollution. However, environmental
vandalism, which happens in partnership with large and international organizations,
is not readily apparent to the public because those perpetrators wore a “green
mask.” Hence, Galeano assiduously endeavors to undercover the false consciousness
hiding behind the green mask. Thus, in brief summary, Galeano represents in
his works a depiction about Latin America where violence often happens in daily
life.

Key Words
Eduardo Galeano, neo-liberalism, literature of violence, Upside Down: A Primer
for the Looking-Glass World, Uselo y tirelo
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