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Harry:

What is intelligence but a form, the form, of intensity. And yet dear 

heart, I’m not your match in the extraordinary intensity of your will 

and your personality. That would create enormous practical problems 

of life, if you chose to live in what is called, in a permanent fit of 

overvaluation, the real world. Your disastrous, your tragic― (Sontag, 

29)
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Alice:

I used to be a real person or different. I tried. I feel as if I fell…….Let 

me fall asleep. Let me wake up. Let me fall asleep. (Sontag, 109, 110)
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….never before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a 

watch to take out of it and, burning with curiosity, she ran across the 

field after it, and was just in time to see it pop down a large 

rabbit-hole under the hedge. In another moment down went Alice 

after it, never once considering how in the world she was to get out 

again. (10) (emphasis mine)
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And yesterday things went on just as usual. I wonder if I’ve been 

changed in the night?..

But if I am not the same, the next question is “Who in the world 

am I?” (18)
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‘Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?’

‘That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,’ said the 

Cat.

‘I don’t much care where__‘ said Alice.

‘Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,‘ said the cat.

‘__ so long as I get somewhere,’ Alice added as an explanation.

‘Oh, you’re sure to do that,‘ said the Cat, ‘if you only walk long 

enough.’ (57)
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…as it[mushroom] was perfectly round she found this a very 

difficult question. However, at last she stretched her arms round it 

as they would go, and broke off a bit of the edge with each hand…. 

“And now which is which? (46)
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―and yet—and yet—it’s rather curious, you know, this sort of life! 

I do wonder what can have happened to me! When I used to read 

fairy tales, I fancied that kind of thing never happened, and now here 

I am in the middle of one! There ought to be a book written about 

me, that there ought! And when I grow up, I’ll write one

(33, emphasis mine)
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❖ ABSTRACT

Creative Curiosity: Study of Alice Character in Lewis Caroll's 

Adventures of Alice in Wonderland

Cho, Sungran

Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland expands scope of Children’s 

Literature genre by introducing the discourse of pleasure as opposed to that of 

didactic discipline. Carroll’s narrative is important, not only for children’s literature, 

but also as a forerunner of post/modernism of James Joyce with its language 

play and linguistic invention. Its treatment of Alice’s body change follows the 

motif of body transformation in myth and literature.

Comparing “stasis” of Susan Sontag’s character Alice (James) in her play Alice 

in Bed and “movement” of Carroll’s Alice, this study explores the issues of woman’s 

alienation and the dichotomy of mobility/immobility in reality and in their literary 

representations. Focusing on a female child’s double alienation as woman and 

child, I argue Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is a counter-narrative of alternative 

bildungsroman. Alice gains her subjectivity through her adventure by power of 

language and story-telling. Through representation of the dream/adventure of two 

desiring sisters, Carroll’s narrative exhibits subversion of social order and emergence 

of new order of “chaosmos” out of chaos.

As a method of study, this study traces genealogy of “curiosity” in myth and 

literature as a motivating force that triggers adventure and argues “creative curiosity” 

is a dynamic energy propelling Alice’s adventure.
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