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❖ ABSTRACT

The Historical Origin of the Conflict of the Aymara of Peru and 

Bolivia, Centered on Puno

Cha, Kyung-Mi

In the Andes regions of Latin America continents, groups of diverse native 

tribes are intensively distributed.Among these tribes, the Aymara compose the 

most representative group of natives along with the Quechua. Especially, the Aymara 

who are concentrated on the border areas of Peru and Bolivia centered on Lake 

Titicaca have pursued common identity forming the same cultural area although 

they belong to different nations. In the meantime, the Aymara have maintained 

a sense of fellowship while emphasizing historicity and specialty, which are 

differentiated with groups of other natives based on a language constituting identity 

of the tribe. However, recently, focused on Puno State as the center of the border 

areas of both countries, the tribe’s conflicts come to the surface.

 After being divided by the artificial boundary line, which was formed in the 

course of building modern countries after the independence, natives of Latin America 

started to emphasize differences simultaneously with cultural similarity in the 

frame of cooperation and competition. Together with the historical contexts, lately, 

focused on the border areas of Peru and Bolivia, as the same tribe came to be 

bound by the frameworks of different nations respectively, a new tribal conflict 

is being developed. Though the Aymara unite emphasizing cultural and historical 

specialty and recognizing them as one tribe, when they conflict with each other 

over inner interest, a tendency to form the identity of differentiation and distinction 

appeared even in the inside of the tribe.

Usually, disorder between tribes seems to be originated from intertribal strife, 

which coexists in one region. In case of the Aymara of Peru and Bolivia, centered 

on Puno State where both countries maintain the border, an aspect that the fellowship 

of the tribe, which was established through old history changes into conflict structures 

by realistic conditions comes out. In understanding this point, this study analyzed 

the historical origin of the conflict of the Aymara and the deepened cause of 



the tribal disorder.
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