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< ABSTRACT

A Study on the Historical Transformation of Guanyu’
Deification from Political Perspective

Bae, Kuy-Beom & Min, Kwan-Dong

This paper is an attempt to look up the life of Guanyu who was a sainted
warrior of Shu Han(%j#) and later, was revered as God, especially focusing on
the Political perspective of Chinese Dynasty. People represented Guanyu as the
general during the Wei Jin Southern and Northern Dynasties(BlE FidLEH), however,
throughout the Su-Dang Dynasty(fgE), Guanyu was Honored in the
Wuchengwangmiao(i#i% T-J#) then, was promoted from Hou({&) to Gong(Z),
Gong(%}) to King(F) in the Song-Yuan Dynasty(427C). In the Ming-Qing Dynasty(H{
i) when the deification of Guanyu was proceeded most positively, he became
a Di(5F) over a King and was endowed with the power over the Three Worlds(=5%).
He had an influence on nobility as well as the people in Folkbelief over Moral
Spirits, and consequently rose through the ranks to become the spiritual guardian.
The rulers gave him various names(¥{%¥%) celebrating the life and work of Guanyu,
In fact, they showed interests in the Belief of Guanyu as they attempted to establish
an ideological base for the solution of the national disaster and maintenance of
feudal system which came to the fore along with the reinforcement for emperor’s

power.

Key Words
Guanyu(B§#9), Guan-di(ff3%), the shrine of Wu(J#), deification(ifif&1k),
loyalty({63)
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