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ABSTRACT

A Preliminary Investigation on the Oral Epic Olonkho in 
Yakutia: Focusing on the Analysis of Nurgun Boutur the Swift

Kim, Tschung-Sun

The Altai Humanities Belt connecting Siberia to Central Asia is very important 

to the history of civilization. It had a huge influence on the formation of an ancient 

civilization in the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, a variety of studies have been 

carried out in the field of folklore and anthropology as well as archeology. One 

of these studies is about the oral epic. The oral epic remains in the form of a 

unique transmission in Korea, but it wasn't that long ago when it was noted as 

the component of the Altai Humanities Belt. In that context, some epics from 

Central Asia, Mongolia, and Siberia were introduced to Korea.

This preliminary investigation is conducted to introduce the oral epic Olonkho 

from Yakutia in Siberia to Korean academia. Although it was revealed recently, 

Olonkho is highly valued. The epic study has been buried from the Western point 

of view, but Olonkho is expected to provide a global perspective to the field 

of epic study. Above all, it contains a very significant clue to a new study because 

the content and the style of performance are considerably different from those 

of the West. Additionally, the original form is relatively well preserved. In particular, 

it explains how human thinking and behaviors have changed in the transition 

from the mythical age to the heroic age. This change appears in the ethnic history 

of Yakutia, as well as in the formation process for all Altai countries around 

the 10th century.

Therefore, this preliminary investigation will be a foundation to facilitate the 

translation of the voluminous Olonkho into Korean, and to conduct full-fledged 

research on it. In particular, it can motivate a study on the differences and similarities 

in comparison to the tradition of oral epics between Central Asia and the Korean 

Peninsula. Furthermore, it will serve as a foundation for the formation of the 

Altai Humanities Belt.



           

Key Words

Yakutia, Olonkho, epic, Altai humanities belt, Siberia, Central Asia

: 2016 05 10

: 2016 06 03

: 2016 06 08


