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«» ABSTRACT

A Study on the Fate of Futurism:
Russian Futurism in the 20" Century and Korean ‘Futurism’
in the 21" Century

Park, Sun-Yung

This article explores the fate of futurism not only by tracing the entire process
from the birth and decline of Russian futurism in the early 20th century and
the so-called “Korean futurism” in the early 21st century, but also by delving
into how their characteristics were shaped.

In the first chapter, we investigate four groups of Russian futurism —
Ego-Futurism, Cubo-Futurism, Tsentrifuga, and the Mezzanine of poetry, which
were born in the age of utopianism before the Revolution. In the opera Victory
Over the Sun, which was the culmination of the Zaum project of Cubo-futurists,
we can find the initial shortcomings at the levels of language (Kruchenykh), music
(Matyushin) and decoration and costume design (Malevich).

In the second chapter, we examine chronologically how the term ‘futurism’
appeared in Korean literature history. In Korea, the term ‘futurism’ was born
following the naming and classification of critic Kwon Heok-Woong, not by the
voluntary manifestation of experimental poets such as Hwang Byong-Seung, thus
this specific situation provoked stormy polemics between critics for futurism and
critics against futurism in the Korean literary world. These polemics on futurist
poetics have led to considerations of the relation of criticism to poetry.

Key Words
futurism, Zaum, Victory Over the Sun, Matyushin, Kruchenykh, Malevich, Kwon
Heok-Woong, Hwang Byong-Seung, Jin Eun-Young
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