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 2) Bruce W. Willis, The Adinkra Dictionary, The Pyramid Complex, 1998, p.25 

.
“Funerals are significant in the religious and social lives of the Akan people. 
They are the final rites of passage from the world of the living to that of 
the “dead”. Among the Akan, death is only one more transition stage in one’s 
life. In the afterlife, those sho have lived exemplary lives will continue to 
“live” in a new world and enjoy a place close to Onyankopon, the Supreme 
Being. In funeral rites, all the elements of the Akan world view come into 
play. The moment of death is also moment of birth. Hence the paradox of 
“tears and laughter” that characterize most Akan funerals. Runeral rituals reflect 
the relationship between the living and the dead, between life and the afterlife.
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Being an artiste, I[W. Bruce Willis] included close to six hundred 

original drawings, illustration, charts and maps. 

It tooks close to six years to compile this information. On many 

ocassions it was a difficult task because about one-half of the book 

had to be taken from oral tradition. That means I had to interview 

Akan elders(elders were found to be more reliable sources than 

others)who recited oral accounts of the past history of the Akan 

people. It was quite interesting and fulfilling but that portion of my 

research alone took over three years.
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 8) Heike Owuse, Les Symboles des Africains, Éditions Guy Tredaniel, 1999, 
p.205.
“Les symboles Adinkra des Ashantis du Ghana, qui sont présentés dans les 
pages suivantes, sont intemporels et toujours en usage. Des avis contraires 
existent quant à leur origine et quant à leur âge. La dénomination "Adinkra" 
trouve probablement son origine dans le mot "Dinkra" du langage Akan que 
parlent aussi les Ashantis et qui signifie à peu près "être séparé", "prendre 
congé" ou encore "dire adieu". Car les étoffes imprimées avec des motifs 
Adinkra sont souvent utilisées lors des cérémonies funéraires. Il existe quelques 
400 symboles de ce type au Ghana, mais leur signification n'est à présent 
souvent plus connue de personne. En règle générale, il s’agit de représentations 
stylisées d'objets, de plantes, d'animaux, de formes naturelles, de coiffures 
ou de bâtiments. Beaucoup de ces motifs ont en commun une forme 
fondamentale, seules quelques différences permettent ensuite d'obtenir un 
changement de signification. Les motifs Adinkra ont souvent été employés 
comme porteurs de certains messages ainsi que dans l'art, comme décoration 
des murs et pour imprimer des tissus. Ils reflètent aussi souvent des proverbes 
qui jouent un rôle très important dans la vie quotidienne des Ashantis et en 
disent long sur leurs valeurs philosophiques et morales.
Dans le chapitre suivant, vous trouverez 62 des symboles Adinkra parmi les 
plus connus et toujours utilisés de nos jours.

. 
. ‘ ’

‘ ’ , 
. ‘ ’, ‘ ’ ‘ ’

. . 
400 . , 

, , , , ( )
. . 

. 
, . 

. . 



, · 9)

.

, , , 

, 

. , 

‘ (Agyindawuru)’ .

‘ (Agyindawuru)’ , , , 

. ‘ (Agyin)’

. 

.

. 

, · ‘ ’ , 

· ‘ ’

, , 10) ‘ ’ , ‘ ’, 

62 .”
400 500

. . 
. 

 9) 60 , 144 .
10) , - , , 2016, 20 .

‘ ’ , , 
, 

. 
, 

. . 
.

(語) ‘ ’
. , 

19 , , 
. 

, 
. ‘ (Anase)’, ‘ (Kweku Ananse)’, ‘

(Anancy)’, ‘ (Nanzi)’ , ‘ ’



‘ ’, ‘ ’ . 

‘ (Ananse ntontan)’ .

( ) , 

. 

. 

. 

. 

.

, 

, , 

. 

, .

, 

. 

, 

, , 

, 

. 

, 

. 

, ‘ ’ 

. 
, 

. 
, 

.



, , , 

, 

. 

Adinkrahene
/

Adinkrahene Dua
/

Gye Nyame
/

Aya
/ /

Onyakopon 

aniwa

11) The Adinkra 
Dictionary (http://adinkra.lassanay.net/ )



‘ (Adinkrahene)’ , 

. .  

‘ (Adinkrahene Dua)’

, . ‘ ’ ‘

’ , , 

. 

. 

, . 

‘ Gye Nyame’12) . 

‘gye’ ‘except’, ‘Nyame’ ‘god’ . ‘ , 

(Except God, I fear none)’ . 

, , 

. 

10) ‘ ’ ‘ ’

.13) 

. (The Adinkra Dictionary A.D. .)
12) , , 17 .

‘ ’ . 
‘ ’ . 

. 
. 

. 
‘ ’ .

. ‘ ’ . 
. 

, 
. , 

. 
13) . 

, 
, . 



‘ Aya’ (fern : ) , 

. 

. ‘ ’

, 

. ‘ ’

. ‘ ’ 

. ' ' ' ' " ", 

" " . 

‘ (Onyakopon aniwa)’ , 

“ ” .  

‘ ’ ‘ ’ ‘ ’

. 

.  

 ‘ (Funtumfunafu denkyemfunafu)’ 

‘ (Funntunmireku)’14)

, 

, 

, 

. 

.

‘ ’ . 54
, 

, . 
, 

.
14) ‘ ’ , ‘ ’

. “ (They 
share one stomach and yet they fight forgetting food)” . 

, 
. 



Kuntinkantan
/

Akoko nan

.

Sankofa

. 

.

Dwannimmen

, 

Nea ope se nkrofoo 
yema wo no, ye saa 
ara ma won.

.



‘ (Kuntunkantan)’

. “ (I do no boast)” .

‘ ’ , ‘ ’

. ‘

(The hen treads upon its chicks but 

it does not intend to kill them)’ . ‘ ’ 

.

‘ (Sankofa)’ ‘ ’

. ‘Sankofa’ ‘san’ ‘to return’ ‘ko’ ‘to go’, ‘fa’

‘to take, to seize’ . 

· 

. 

. 

.

‘ (Dwennimmen)’ ‘odwennini’ ‘ ’ ‘mmen’

‘ ’ . 

. 

. ‘ (strength)’

. ‘ (mind)’

‘ (soul)’ ‘ ’ , ‘ ’

.

‘ , (Nea ope 

se nkrofoo yema wo no, ye saa ara ma won)’ ‘Do unto others what 

you want others to do unto you’ .15) 

15) 19
. 

. 
. 

.



Akoma

Osram ne Nsoroma

Odo nyera fie kwan
.

Kete pa

Ese ne tekrama

‘ (Akoma)’

. 'M' akoma wͻ wa mu,(

)' , ' ' . 

'Aka me akoma( aka m'akoma)'

.

‘ (Osram ne Nsoroma)’ ‘ ’ . 

‘ ’ . 

‘ (prudence)’ . 



‘ (Osram)’

, ‘ ’

, ‘ ’

‘ ’ . ‘ ’

‘ (patience)’, ‘ (understanding)’, ‘ (faith)’ . 

‘ ’ ‘ ’ . 

‘ ’ ‘ , , , ’ 

. 

‘ (Odo nyera fie kwan)’

.

“ (a loved 

one does not get lost on the way to a loved one’s home).”  

 'odo' ' (love)', 'nnyew(nyera)' ' (never loses)', 

'fie' ' (home)', 'okwam(kwam)' ' (path)' . “Odo 

nyew fie kwam” “ ”

. ‘ (devotion)’ , ‘ ’

. 

‘ (Kete pa)’

. 

.  

‘ (Ese ne tekrama)’ ‘tekrama’ ‘ ’ ‘se’

( ), ‘ ’ . 

. 

. . 

.

, 

‘ (connotation)’

. ‘ ’

‘ ’16)



. , 

.   

Fafanto

Owuo Atwedee

, 

Fawohudie

Kramobone

(Nkyinkyim)

16) ‘ ’ ‘ ’
. , 

, 
. ‘ ’

.  



' (Fafanto)( )' , 

. . 

. 

. “

. (The butterfly may be fluttering 

around a pot of palm wine, but will not drink it, for it cannot afford 

to buy).” 

. ‘

’ . 

‘ (Owuo Atwedee)’ ‘ (the ladder of 

death)’ . . 

. 

.17) “

, 

, . 

”18) .  

‘ (Fawohudie)’ ‘Fawohodie’ . 

. 

, 

19) . . 

17) A.D., p.183.
“Death is the transition from one life to the next. In most African religions, 
when a person dies it is believed that he or she continues to live on in the 
hereafter, commonly referred to as the spirit world.” 
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ABSTRACT

The Adinkra, Ghanaian Philosophy Symbols 
- The Expansion of the Speculation System in Adinkra Symbols

Cho, Ji-sook

This paper introduces symbols from Ghana, the ‘Adinkra’, and expands upon 

the concepts associated with it. In other words, the world view, values   and scalability 

that appear to form philosophical thoughts in everyday life.

‘Adinkra’ are symbols from Ghana in West Africa. Adinkra means ‘goodbye’ 

or ‘farewell’. There are some 400 Adinkra symbols, but the meanings of the symbols 

have been lost. The first book on Adinkra is ‘The Adinkra Dictionary’ (1998) 

by W. Bruce Willis. Adinkra is related to the Ghanaian culture, and represents 

concepts such as philosophical ideology, history, historical figures, myths, legends, 

animals, plants, etc. In the old days, because of its meaning-‘goodbye’ or ‘farewell’- 

Adinkra was generally used for funerals. But today, Adinkra is utilized in a full 

range of cultural events and activities. Each of the ‘Adinkra’ has various meanings. 

According to Willis, Adinkra is ever-evolving and constantly expanding. As a 

matter of fact, Adinkra continues to expand, evolve and develop. 

Nevertheless, no books have been published on Adinkra since Bruce Willis 

(5 May 2016 to the present). Adinkra provides insights into the rich philosophical, 

educational, and historical significance of Africa. Therefore, Adinkra requires 

evolution, expansion, and research.

In this study, we will examine the Adinkra, divided into four categories.

The first is related to God and the powers, the second is related to moral education. 

The third symbolizes ‘love’ and ‘friendship’. and lastly, the fourth is ‘life’ and 

‘death’.

           

Key Words

Ghana, W. Bruce Willis, Adinkra, symbol, akan

: 2016 08 10

: 2016 09 05

: 2016 09 06


