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1) Frangois Zuccarelli, “De la chefferie traditionnelle au canton : évolution du
canton colonial au Sénégal — 1855~1960, Cahiers d'études africaines, vol.
13, n°50, 1973, p.213.
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5) Alain Testart, “Propriété et non-propriété de la Terre. L'illusion de la propriété
collective archaique (1ére partie)”, Etudes rurales 165-166, 2003, pp.211-212.

6) Paul Mathieu, Les paysans, la terre, I'Etat, et les marchés fonciers “émergents”
quelles pratiques de sécurisation et de formalisation endogeéne des
transactions?, Bruxelles: Université catholique de Louvain, Institut d'Etudes
du Développement, 1999, p.3.
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La dot dans le code des personnes et de la famille des pays d’Afrique occidentale
francophone cas du Bénin, du Burkina-Faso, de la Cote d’Ivoire et du Togo,
Copenhagen: The Research Department, The Danish Institute for Human Rights,
2008, p.12.
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9) Roger Meunier, “Chagga”, Encyclopcedia Universalis [en ligne]. http://www.
universalis.fr/encyclopedie/chagga/

10) SlE|=S(tolulol, Hshy JEe AR AT 75 e A B ot
2A &02% o|FoHt}. Universalis, “Herero”, Encyclopeedia Universalis
[en ligne]. http://www.universalis.fr/encyclopedie/herero/

11) Denise Paulme, “Structures sociales traditionnelles en Afrique Noire”, Cahiers
d'études africaines, vol. 1, n°1, 1960, pp.18-19.
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13) Aboubacry Moussa Lam, “La Polygamie : réalité, causes, manifestations et
conséquences en Afrique noire depuis I’Egypte ancienne”, ANKH n° 16, 2007,
p.53.

14) Ibid., p.71.

15) Frédérique Jouval, Histoires de Polygamie Africaine, http://www.picturetank.
com/Histoires_de_Polygamie_Africaine.html

16) Alexis Kagame, Les organisations socio-familiales dans [’ancien Rwanda,
Bruxelles: Institut royal colonial belge, 1954, pp.292-294.
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Bruxelles, a compte d'auteur, 1999, pp.170-171.
19) Maurice Delafosse, Les Noirs de I’Afrique, Paris: Payot, 1922, p.124.
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«» ABSTRACT

Characteristics of the Traditional Family System
in Black Africa

Yu, Jai-Myong

This research studies the characteristics of the family systems of traditional
societies in Black Africa. For this purpose, this study has chosen three subtopics:
the distinctive features of traditional societies, marriage customs (polygamy and
polyandry), and the societal features of patriarchal and matriarchal societies.

First, we analyze men’s and women’s roles, ownership and management of
the land, dowry, and social values of livestock as the distinctive features that
support the family system in traditional Black African societies. These elements
play an important role in increasing the number of family members.

Next we analyze marriage customs—polygamy and polyandry—which increase
the number of family members, on the one hand, and secure the labor force,
on the other hand. Most traditional societies in Black Africa prectice polygamy.
However, the Bashilél¢é and Bahima prectice polyandry. Polygamy in traditional
societies in Black Africa is based on the traditional social customs that display
the authority and dignity of the family head, who has control over all family
members in both patrilineal and matrilineal societies. The authority and dignity
of the family head are used to keep and increase the number of family members,
that is, to secure the community firmly.

Finally, most traditional societies are patrilineal. However, matrilineal societies
are prevalent in the so-called Matrilineal Belt, which term refers to the savanna
regions where Bantu peoples reside, that is, the coastal regions from the Angolan
coast, bordering the Atlantic, to the Tanzanian and Mozambique coasts that border
the Indian Ocean. These societies trace descent through the maternal bloodline.

The traditional family system in Black Africa is based on economic social,
and political factors, as well as on the community spirit of the members, which
has resulted from the choices made to increase the prosperity and well-being
of the people.
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