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ABSTRACT

Migrant Representation in the English-language Media
during the Brexit Campaign 

Lee, Jae-Seung

This study aims to identify the representation of migrants in the English-language 

media during the Brexit campaign period. For the purpose of this study, the 

methodological tool of corpus-assisted discourse studies(CADS) was employed 

and a collection was compiled of articles mentioning Brexit in British, American, 

Canadian, and Australian media from April 15 to June 22, 2016 in order to 

compare their portrayals of migrants. To examine how IMMIGRANT, MIGRANT, 

and REFUGEE are represented in the media, their collocates were analyzed by 

MI score and categorized by social actor categorization(Van Leeuwan, 1996). 

The results show that IMMIGRANT is related to collocates that refer to legal 

status and provenance, MIGRANT associated with economic terms, and REFUGEE  

relates to terms expressing quantities. The results also reveal that migrants are 

frequently depicted by functionalization, classification, and appraisement 

categorization and are more negatively portrayed in British and American media. 

This paper claims that corpus-assisted linguistic analysis of words enables one 

to identify salient linguistic patterns or lexical choices in the discourses about 

a particular phenomenon or group of people.
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