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* ABSTRACT

The Structure of Trans—Culture and the

‘Emperor of Civilization’

Gong JianZe - Jun SungKon

This paper aims to identify the structural characteristics of Okawa Syumei(-k)||
JEHH), Wakamiya Unosuke(Z7=0[28)) and Okakura Tensin(j@l/&x.(:). In fact,
after Okawa Syumei studied the Principles of Wakamiya Unosuke and Okakura
Tensin, he derived a conclusion and wrote a book named "yeolseongjeon". This
book talks about the emperor dynasty. Based on this, the theory presented by
Wakamiya Unosuke and Okakura Tensin described the characteristics of the
East European culture. Okakura Tensin crossed the western part and
discovered that western culture is only western culture and not a universal
culture. Western culture has developed from its own experience. Wakamiya
Unosuke translated a book by William Knox, The spirt of the orient. They
have the same point of view, but they have a different culture and they must
follow their own culture. Okakura Tensin insisted that culture is dynamic and
it improves by adapting different cultures of different countries. Wakamiya
appealed and he opposed Tensin's studies about culture. Wakamiya's
definition of culture has not changed or is fixed from the past, which still
exists in the modern times. Culture must be cultivated and it must be
introduced to people who have forgotten their own culture. Despite such
methodological differences, the commonality between Okakura and Wakamiya
is that Western civilization is nothing more than a regional culture, as the
West is not a universal civilization, but as a whole, it is a regional culture.
Okawa Syumei learned the Okakura and Wakamiya's theory about culture and
derived a conclusion. He stated that both opinions are correct as culture can
be adapted as explained by Okakura. For example, Japanese people are now
adapting and embracing the culture of Chinese people and Indian people. On
the other hand, he also learned Wakamiya Unosuke’s theory that culture does
not change. Japanese have their own culture that was created in the past or



it was developed by their ancestors; for example, the emperor dynasty. Okawa
Syumei learned different cultures of different countries and Japanese people
are adapting those cultures, and Wakamiya stated that the emperor dynasty
must be instilled and it must be universal. Japanese emperors have different
cultures, especially the Meiji emperor who is willing to accept different
cultures of different countries. Finally, he claimed that the emperor dynasty
created a new Japanese civilization and they are now embracing the new

adapted culture.

Key Words : Okawa Shumei, Okakura Tensin, Wakamiya Unosuke, GokuTai,

The imperial line
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