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Byung-Soo Seol, “The Dynamics of Ethnic Relations in Ethiopia: An Ethnographic
Study of Meki Town, Oromia Regional State,” "&r=to}Z&]7}3}3]%]); 427,
2014.

26) Tatu Vanhanen, Ethnic Conflicts: Their Biological Roots in Ethnic Nepotism,
London: Ulster Institute for Social Research, 2012, p.ix.

27) Tatu Vanhanen, ibid., p.1; Hossien Mohammadzadeh, “The Causes of Ethnic
Conflict in Multi-ethnic Societies,” World Scientific News 42, 2016, p.157.
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32) Morton Weinfeld, “Ethnic Assimilation and the Retention of Ethnic Cultures,”
Ethnicity and Culture in Canada: The Research Landscape, ed. by J. W. Berry
and J. A. Laponce, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994, p.244.

33) Richard D. Alba and Reid M. Golden, “Patterns of Ethnic Marriage in the
United States,” Social Forces 65, 1986; Rogelio Saenz et al., “Persistence and
Change in Asian Identity among Children of Intermarried Couples,” Sociological
Perspectives 38(2), 1995; Sean-Shong Hwang et al., “Structural and Assimilationist
Explanations of Asian American Intermarriage,” Journal of Marriage and Family
59(3), 1997; Matthijs Kalmijn, “Intermarriage and Homogamy: Causes, Patterns,
Trends,” Annual Review of Sociology 24, 1998.
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34) Qstelsiel BelE WO AME ol 18- Fstel Christopher Clapham,
“Centralization and Local Response in Southern Ethiopia,” Affican Affairs 74(294),
1975, pp.74-75; Sarah Vaughan, “Ethnicity and Power in Ethiopia,” Ph.D. Dissertation,
The University of Edinburgh, 2003, p.113; Jacobus Gerthardus Van Aswegen,
“Language Maintenance and Shift in Ethiopia: The Case of Maale,” M.A. Thesis,
University of South Africa, 2008, pp.12-13; Jan Zahoiik and Wondwosen Teshome,
“Debating Language Policy in Ethiopia,” Asian and African Studies 18(1), 2009,
p-85.
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* ABSTRACT

The Multi—layered Context of the Ethnic Phenomenon:

Focused on the Case of Asella Town, Ethiopia
Seol, Byung—Soo

The purpose of this study is to examine the ethnic phenomenon in the
multi-layered context, based upon data collected from my fieldwork in
Asella Town, Ethiopia. The town has experienced few ethnic conflicts at the
collective level because of ecological conditions, the numerical balance
between the two major ethnic groups—i.e., the Oromo and the Amhara—,
frequent ethnic intermarriages as well as effects of a unique sociocultural
practice of ‘breast-feeding.” However, despite positive influences of such a
practice, the local community has continuously witnessed discrimination and
threats by the dominant ethnic group. Most of my informants feel that
ethnic intermarriage contributes to: ( i) enforcement of bonds among both
ethic groups and community members, (ii) acquisition of different ethnic
cultures, (iii) cultivation of the spirit of tolerance among people, and (iv)
production of the superior second generation that has hybrid/multiple ethnic
identities. However, some informants harbor negative attitudes towards
ethnic intermarriage because they perceive it as a selfish choice of two
parties and damages ethnic identity. Most informants consider ongoing
Oromonization as natural, whereas others insist that it should be understood

in the context of coercion, superficiality and survival strategy.

Key Words : Asella Town, breast-feeding practice, ethnic discrimination,

ethnic intermarriage, ethnic identity, Oromonization
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