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69) Isaac Dery, ibid., p.267.
70) Isaac Dery, ibid., p.268.
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71) Dan K. Kaye et al., op. cit., p.301.
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72) Dan K. Kaye et al., ibid., p.301.

73) Dan K. Kaye et al., ibid., p.301.

74) Gill Hague and Ravi Thiara, op. cit., p.14.
75) Gill Hague and Ravi Thiara, ibid., p.16.
76) Gill Hague and Ravi Thiara, ibid., p.16.
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77) Gill Hague and Ravi Thiara, ibid., p.28.
78) CREAW, op. cit., p.18.
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79) Henry Asiimwe, op. cit., pp.29-30.
80) Isaac Dery, op. cit.

81) Isaac Dery, ibid., p.264, Y& 7=,
82) Isaac Dery, ibid., p.267, Q&9 Z=.
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83) Mwamwenda, T. S. and L. A. Monyooe, “Status of Bridewealth in an African Culture,”
The Journal of Social Psychology 137(2), 1997, p.270.

84) Nicola Ansell, op. cit., pp.705-706.

85) Nicola Ansell, ibid., p.709.

86) Excellent Chireshe and Regis Chireshe, “Lobola: The Perceptions of Great Zimbabwe
University Students,” Journal of Pan African Studies 3(9), 2010, p.215.
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87) Excellent Chireshe and Regis Chireshe, ibid., p.217.

88) EFFY R &4, & 2 RERE vMRR|HR| Feth (infombi ayigedwa)
=22 oy ?‘ﬂ;/“'° 7“ Hgd3la Qlch Mark Hunter, op. cit., 2004, p.147; Hylton
White, “The Materiality of Marriage Payments,” Anthropology Southern Africa
39(4), 2016, p300% FiL Lol A|2jol HEZME ojo} SRR &, & “Al
B AF2 utF =R el (Kem ngu been ga)v o] EAgch. Godwin
Aondohemba Timiun, “Theorizing Cost of Marriage and Mutual Combat/Partner
Violence: Meta-ethnographic Synthesis of Findings on Types of Marriage Praxis,
Associated Cost and Partners’ Value amongst the Tiv People of Central Nigeria,”
International Journal of Humanities and Social Science 2(4), 2012, p.65.
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89) Ruzbeh Babaee and Siamak Babaee, “Tradition versus Modernity: A Study on
Emecheta’s The Bride Price,” Journal of African Studies and Development 4(6),
2012, p.151.

90) Tendai Mangena and Sambulo Ndlovu, op. cit., p.479.
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91) Godpower O. Okereke, op. cit., pp.49-50; CREAW, op. cit., pp.24-25; Gill Hague
et al., op. cit., pp.559-560; Isaac Dery, op. cit., p.269.
92) Gill Hague and Ravi Thiara, op. cit., p.14.
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* ABSTRACT

The Custom of Bride Wealth in Africa:

The Context of Change and Reconstruction
Seol, Byung—Soo

It is noted that nowadays, the bride wealth custom takes an extremely
distorted form in African society. Such a phenomenon is a result that the
male-dominant culture, Western religions, and capitalist economic system have
been negatively combined into dynamic factors seen as bride wealth. This
means that the concept of bride wealth has been incessantly reconstructed in
the middle of clash and conflict of tradition and modernity. There is also
little doubt that the practice is inextricably tangled with the common and
current ways of livelihood, early marriage, polygyny, kinship/family structure,
poverty, and migration labor.

Bride wealth has become an increasingly commercialized element under a
capitalist economic system. Accordingly, its traditional symbolism is seen to be
subsequently weakening, whereas a tendency towards the reification of women
is strengthening more in modern society that embraces modern customs bent
on the protection of women’s human rights. Its commercialization has produced
a result, which instigates the noted violations of women’s basic human rights,
gender inequality, and promotion of domestic violence. The ways that people
perceive bride wealth vary according to their own sex, generation, stratification,
and ethnic background. Those people who negatively recognize bride wealth
will increase with the deepening of its commercialization due to the influence
of capitalism. Its color and effect will deepen and depend on how its agents
correspond to socioeconomic changes. They will constantly reinterpret and
reconstruct it within their own environments, but the basic human rights

efforts are constantly under review by concerned individuals seeking to
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promote equality for women as a global effort.
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