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* ABSTRACT

The Relationship Between Love and Justice:

Hegel's Theory of Recognition
Seo, Yunho

The way of approaching 'the relationship between love and justice' varies
from person to person. We can argue for superiority of love or for
superiority of justice by understanding the relationship between the two as
conflicting. We can also argue that we need each other by understanding each
other as a complementary relationship rather than an oppositional relationship.
Hegel, however, sees love and justice as independent constitutive principles
valid in different areas and does not regard the two as opposing nor
complementary. This can only be understood when the structure of Hegel's
theory of recognition is properly assumed. The relationship between love and
justice will be considered mainly in Hegel's theory of recognition. Key
philosophical points of Hegel's theory of recognition and consequences drawn
on the relationship between love and justice on the basis of the theory will
be examined. This can be summarized in the form of a thesis, roughly as
follows.

- Hegel presents love, justice and solidarity, that are various forms of
recognition, to a family, a civil society and a state, that are three forms
of social relations, as their constitutive principles. He does not grasp the
relationship between love and justice as oppositional nor as complementary,
that is different from many people's general perspective on the relationship
of the two.

- In Hegel's theory of recognition, love and justice differ in the areas in
which they are valid. Love is a valid principle in the intimacy, and

justice is a valid principle in non-intimacy. So, if justice and rights are
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asserted in intimacy, the area of intimacy is destroyed. Conversely, if

love is asserted in non-intimacy, it cannot exercise real influence.

- In the

political community such as a state, where intimacy and

non-intimacy overlap each other, the principle of solidarity is needed as

a new constitutive principle, since a state does not stand on the principle

of love as in a family nor on the principle of justice as in a civil society.
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