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So great to be here in the original home of #Kimchi — South Korea!
I'm excited to learn how to make the most authentic, delicious &
“Made-in-Korea” #Kimchi from Chef “Big Mama”(2020 12g 10¥)

Thank you @AsiaSocietyKR for this great opportunity to make
#Kimchi with Chef “Big Mama” Hye Jung Lee! Learned so much
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about #Gimjang process and the #originalKimchifromKorea. Looking
forward to tasting it in 3 days!(2020 12€ 15%)

It’s been 4 days since I learned to make #originalKimchifromKorea
with Chef “Big Mama” Hye Jung Lee. Time to give it a taste, along
with ramyeon and a little firewater for a perfect afternoon snack on
a chilly Saturday afternoon. Thank you Chef Lee!(20204 12€ 19¥)
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9) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B6bJ vTslyo
10) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4hvneKcPZI
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11) http:/kr.china-embassy.org/kor/jlyhz/t1849157 htm
12) €8} FdoA SHAEL BF FLT AR FolA] g3 YAES THo| ujde]
weba] 22& wol Hrlo] SRS EE 2olH Holuh Fulo] $ixl8l7]
T 3l g AEQ EXI HHo] AL WL E xR oz 9I|A]7]= Ao
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1}} 73 3K backgrounding) 0] CH(Fairclough, 2004).
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RS E A CA SN TELH & LI, 385 AR
BFOR, AARPEATB TR TR, <P 2R R L SN
=2, (FFAIE, 2020.12.09.)

Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying emphasized at
a press conference on December 1 that cooperation and shared benefits
between China and South Korea surely overweigh disagreements on
kimchi's origin. (‘Global Times’, 2021.01.13.)

HEAFENIHARI, 2RI TS 27 - RSP = A
FeiEIHg S L, @ﬁﬁ RIKIEE ERIEARIE T, IR E EAEA RS
{EFASBSEA, -+ (P RBAE R TR, 2021.01.13.)

204 129 99 AR 219 1€ 13Y “Global Times'= “Up= 3t
ol B2 A& FEskar TRk Aok AAFYTHIGER

LP g 2R LHE N2 3hee) TdS S40R A8
o} ¥, 219 19 139 R Buk R R L #R TS <ol W] =4
o] AU (H35 ST I FHak5?)” ‘Q"*Oﬂ e L0 £ e
o] & HE i ulE Fofsf FiL k. AE S “HWeS
Al REEFSEHA ), “%L$ Tl HL%(&’WQ%I PN
fu)?, <old At A Qv BHCGSMKARIELE BISEANIEL )"
ol Atk oA il Elo] WHEde 7&598 3L, “HEQkskA
Wyek “HASHAIRRN) = 2 ARgste] AalEol AAlde] glx
Adisits A& #4471 Aok

JPHE S5 20208 129 190 U e Ede o e
A E(2020.12.09.), Global Times(2021.01.13.), %™ $](2021.01.13.)¢] A]
2 oE wAE 3l Al #oly BkEste] ddstar &7 3A F 7t
A 7Fs7del ek A, BAL oY e B W, = o
Hele] deE - F 7] A =S 1= REAT AR g7
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ﬂlI

13) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdKABCI9kUK c&t=2s
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* ABSTRACT

A Critical Discourse Analysis on the Kimchi
Dispute Sparked by Current Global Events:
A Focus on the Various Aspects of a Planned
Cultural War

Choi, Tae—hoon
Konkuk University

By applying the critical discourse analysis (CDA) method, this paper
examines selected media texts that are relevant to the currently ongoing
kimchi dispute between Korea and China, which was first triggered by
China’s recent acquisition of kimchi ISO certification. The research
questions are as follows : 1) A description of the textual practice of the
two main Global Times articles (Nov. 28 and Dec. 9, 2020), 2) an
interpretation of the discourse practice of the intertextuality of kimchi-
related tweets by the US Ambassador to Korea and the Chinese
Ambassador to UN, as well as an English article from the Global Times,
comments that the Central Law Commission of China published on the
same day, Jan. 13, 2021, and 3) an explanation of the social practices
and conditions which China used to ignite the Kimchi dispute.

The research findings indicate that China actively created the Korea-
China cultural war frame. This cultural war frame makes use of various
players through citations within texts, which employ psychological warfare
by declaring that kimchi is a Chinese food, thereby using distortion and
fabrication in order to deprive Korea of its status as the home country

of kimchi. The key point of the psychological warfare, which insults and
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taunts Korea, is to spread the belief that, ‘Kimchi is a Chinese food,” and
when Korean people openly oppose this, China makes the accusation
that, ‘Korean people have become paranoid.” These attacks are an attempt
to prove that China is culturally and mentally superior and aims to
increase China's ‘cultural confidence,” which is constructed and presented
by President Xi Jinping. Therefore, Koreans are framed as, ‘people with
a lack of cultural confidence.’

The kimchi cultural war sparked by the articles of The Global Times
expanded into a diplomatic war, including the participation of U.S. and
Chinese ambassadors. As the U.S. ambassador to Korea encouraged
Korea with tweets that promoted Korea's authentic, traditional culture of
kimchi-making on a global platform, the U.N. ambassador to China
implicitly cut down the status of Korea as the original country of kimchi,
through tweets which stated that it is not too difficult for individuals to
make kimchi themselves. The Chinese version of the Global Times
encouraged Chinese people to feel anti-Korean sentiment, emphasized
China's excellence, and pointed out the problematic issue of purchasing
Korean Wave products, all for the purpose of uniting Chinese people.
On the other hand, the English version emphasized that the kimchi
dispute continues to remain unnecessary, and that individuals need to be
open-minded by covertly citing the origin of Chinese civilization through
different ambiguous expressions. The English version of the article finds
an exit strategy for the kimchi war by reframing the ‘cultural conflict’
frame into a ‘cultural exchange,” in line with the recent direction of
cultural exchange between S. Korea and China which was suggested by
President Xi Jinping.

Through the spread of the ideology which considers kimchi a Chinese

food, China attempts to climb onto the shoulders of Korea’s identity as
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a worldwide cultural powerhouse, crack Korea's unique cultural identity,

and appropriate excellent Korean culture as its own. It is part of a

national cultural strategy project which promotes and propagates China's

long-standing cultural identity around the world. Economically, it aims

to strengthen China's position as a cultural power by increasing kimchi

exports to countries participating in China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

China's hidden intentions revealed in the recent kimchi dispute point

towards its desire to expand its cultural power around the world, and

an opportunity for China to become a powerful country.

Key Words :

Kimchi Dispute, Cultural Conflict, Cultural War, Global

Times, Critical Discourse Analysis
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