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* ABSTRACT

A Study on Expanding the Meaning of
‘7" through Conceptual Metaphor Theory

Shin, Geunyoung
Kyunghee University

The Chinese verb ‘H’ is a word that people often use in their daily
life. Therefore, it is not difficult to come across terms related to ‘Ff’
in Chinese idioms. The Chinese verb 'Jf' is often interpreted in
sentences with meanings completely different from the original meaning.
Pluralism is a universal phenomenon that appears in any language. The
more frequently the words are used, the more diverse the meanings they
represent. Among these meaning expansion patterns, there is a difference
in the meaning expansion patterns between China and Korea, and this
difference confuses language learners using the vocabulary.

This paper analyzed the conceptual metaphor phenomenon that is
transferred from the original meaning to the Chinese verb ‘F’ through
the corpus. The process of conceptual metaphor was also examined
through conceptual hybrid theory. Finally, the aspects of extended
meanings from the original meanings were analyzed, and the function
of conceptual metaphors, which is the mechanism for such expansion of
meanings, was also examined.

The analysis of the results showed that the meaning expansion of the
Chinese verb ‘JFf’ appeared to change from a concrete and empirical

meaning to an abstract and pragmatic meaning. Since this meaning
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expansion process is generated by repeated use in a specific environment
according to the context of social and cultural change, it can be said

to be a cognitive representation of the interaction between cognitive

categories.

Key Words : Ff(kai), polysemy, conceptual metaphor, conceptual

blending, meaning expansion
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