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* ABSTRACT

Neoliberal Governance and the formation of
Utopia in a Korean Independent Documentary
People in Elancia (2020)

HyeYoung Cho
Chung—Ang University

This paper analyzes the documentary film People in Elancia (Park
Yun-jin, 2020), which deals with the game user community of the
MMORPG Elancia launched by the Korean game company Nexon in
1999. This paper aims to explore how a utopia and dystopia are
simulated for young people in the current Korean society through the
documentary. The game space of Elancia, which is filled with bugs and
where macro software is widely used because the server is maintained
but not managed, is analogous to the competitive society under
neoliberalism experienced by the game users in Elancia who spent their
childhood under the IMF crisis in 1997. The high degree of freedom,
various occupational choices of characters, and non-productive game
play, which were regarded as the strengths of Elancia, no longer work
through Nexon's governance of negligence. Nevertheless, in Elancia,
which was called an ‘abandoned game’, the game user community to
which the director herself belongs forms a ‘utopia of failure’ that
performs non-productive and non-competitive game play. This paper
redefines the concept of a utopia through the community as one that is

slow, fragmentary, and in process; in contrast to the traditional utopia,
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which is homogeneous, totalitarian, and teleological. In addition, the
documentary reversely utilizes the fact that art culture is never
completed in the post-Fordist era, but is always in process, and has the
property of content that constantly commercializes itself, leading to
management and operation of Nexon and changing reality. It shows the

possibility of a new activism documentary in the 21st century.

Key Words : dystopia, utopia, neoliberalism, governance, People in

Elancia, documentary
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