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Pourtant, ces mythes, en apparence arbitraires, se reproduisent
avec les mémes caractéres, et souvent les mémes détails, dans diverses
régions du monde. D'ou le probléme : si le contenu du mythe est
entiérement contingent, comment comprendre que, d'un bout a 'autre
de la Terre, les mythes se ressemblent tellement? C'est seulement a
la condition de prendre conscience de cette antinomie fondamentale,
qui releve de la nature du mythe, qu'on peut espérer la résoudre.
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A living world emerges as a creation of a living God that creates
something not previously actual from a living material or stuff that
constitutes its nature in a living universe in which this being looms

large as the maximal exemplar of the vitality of the eternal mood,
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or the pre-existing stuff. This being is the entity called God. It is
powerful but not omnipotent, knowledgeable but not omniscient,
endowed with personality and benevolent but unable to eliminate evil
in his created world by divine fiat.
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If one dies a good death, then death is not a harm. For the loss
of life in the physical world only liberates the individual from the
limits of body function and allows the individual to influence both
the physical world and the spiritual world as a disembodied spirit or
ancestor.
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Ainsi, dans I’imaginaire africain, vie et mort participent d’un
méme tissu dont on se refuse a déméler les fils. Les mythes ont
montré que c’est I’exigence de la vie méme (nourriture, sexualité,
connaissance---) qui introduit la mort. L’essentiel est la Vie qui
renvoie au collectif, au perpétuel, au continu, a 1’ordre.
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Apart from God, many systems of thought in Africa locate
ancestors on the first level, not because the ancestors are equal to
God but because they are intermediaries whose work is highly
valued. Ancestors are the closest links that the person has with the
spiritual world. The place of ancestors in the person’s life reflects
the belief that the dead person does not wholly disappear. As such,
they have profound influence on the individual’s daily life.
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In West Africa, indeed, living a full and meaningful life is a
condition for becoming an ancestor. This is probably not universally
the case in Africa, but in the view of some peoples, such as the
Akan of Ghana, a person whose life is cut short by an accident or
an ‘unclean’ disease or any other untoward circumstance does not
gain immediate access to the country of the dead; he becomes a
neighborhood ghost, an occasional source of frightening apparitions,
until he can come back to be born again to try to work out a
complete life.

AA 2 Motz7to M= SRStaL 9u] Y= 4 A Aol =
ol =71 gk =70l o]A o] }iﬂli’}"ﬂ/ﬂ HHEZAQ o= ofd
Aotk Iy 7hte] oxbE e 4R RSS9 WA B,

N



MEE S8l BE= otza|Fielel Za3n mdilel Jig 87

Aty BERY AW v 71E ZHH Ao s TRt A
2 F& A ygte] A =2 4 Qi) Ie ol {90l Ha,
7HES BA] Elofuh gt 4 o] 7] 8l Eoke wi7bA FAR
sl o] AHo| Hrk(Aribiah:314)

U S5 di23d de €8 S+ Zolth dusihd & 7l
SANA 28] L AREE HUjA] 7] e 23iEet 34
S A AAGA dErE o g J|dEE FEAll dgt 71eE &

wolth. 2y 2R B Y S52 AHo|nh A2 A 35
Aete] BAE A2 It FHolA F5AF ZHA Ol HE 7
Z AZoltr. A Fol= =2A AAt 94 AAE BF BSste
SEAIR FEe S er)7] gEolnt. A tiRt T5A dis
O = 7P dj®AQ A2 AR AAE TEAY AT WA AN 2
2 E& Zloftt. o] AZ AR Qo] YE WA o2 FEA A L
2 Ylojgthe Aol tigt gt BAJoI. AHAf= £2 Folle 24
& A0 WobsoIAIA] ¢h= A o|th(Aribiah:314-315) o]2{3t o]F=
A G} gl mebds fu2 YA £2 A5 Este] 259
THRE R F2 F5S EEOIES e FHE = Ak

g1l AT FARRE o] WiAlel Hiet A2 Tes] Hod
Aol Hote B4 AR HE FAHLR AY E£3)
FF= 71 ol T FAFHY = otzTIRIEY EF
(Totem) 7HE& & =+ Utk SEF FA=olY A= FAYES
Fo5HL A= dddths dRbAQl E]Q Jigy) 22 ofzE7iel
o] B9 Jid2 g5 FHsIt olgoAl 7HE T8 EdE F9
shts 249 Eflolnh. B2 ofZ 7t RIESAl oA U4
71E2 249 Edle ol Aolnh Al Yo7t Hol 249 &
& ot FAlolu AAEE Fofl AUA 2 1 vl2A T 4
22X A He Aol & ofZITIRIEZ FoiA 4lo] Hel 7k
ol FYEE AAFL EFE T T ALEH d2H U=

o]

L-W-l% =

o
ZA

o oo

)
-
ALEE

e




88 H|WEsIHT X|75%(2025.6)

Aolck. 202340 WEE olEEFAYE ofUmlold s\ mER
O] Mt>9] ofmlA= F9] 349l <First totem problem>2 o]ZgF %
AA9) A3 ERS Bote] 24ET AdRts ofmelielse] A
ATe & BolF Yk

V. L7l &

%89 7190 AlB A AFE ofzesielEe] Fgof et 34
A T AF AL A3 o Tt 3R HES ANt I
o AAT AT & 4 ick. BelF AANA 71 B
HE e Aolghd 158 JuHoR A1 FHH AATLRE
Pha 2 4 glek AR F20) @ olzelrilSe] B BEs
59 93BT Bo| Yk oLelFRIBAA SFE A= £
e Y Al 1 elol A 3t H22 Bglo] MBE F2
ShLke] o] ofieh 2 el elo] 7] uhiel] dat FgL
A g FYe olEeh

4 o

e

Ainsi, I’eschatologie négro-africaine semble exclure 1’extinction de
I’univers. Ou bien le monde se reconduit indéfiniment en se renouvelant,
ou bien I’apocalypse implique nécessairement une renaissance. Dans

les deux cas, vie et mort s’équilibrent sans faille et, a la limite, rien
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n’est plus utile que la mort puisqu’elle rend possible une vie neuve.
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* ABSTRACT

African concept of death and
ancestral spirits through myth

HONG, Myung—Hee
Kyung Hee University

Death is the most painful and fearful concept regardless of culture or
era. However, Africans have characteristics that distinguish them from
other cultures regarding death. Although Africans also have a fear of
death, they share relatively positive ideas compared to other cultures.
These positive perceptions are deeply rooted in everyday life.
Traditionally, for Africans, the death of an individual is not the end of
a life engraved in linear time, but rather a point in the systematic,
circular, and repetitive flow of time, being merely an event that occurs
in the cycle of life. In traditional Africa, the world of the living and
the world of the dead coexist. In the African worldview, the dead are
not simply symbolic beings, but actually exist. African myths can be the
easiest and only way to understand Africans’ imagination of death.

Reasons for death that appear in origin myths can be divided into
three types. The first is the view that death is a gift from God to
humans. God sends death with good intentions or tells us how to avoid
death so that we can avoid suffering or sorrow. However, due to the
mistake of the intermediary, God’s will is distorted and transmitted.
Thus, humans cannot avoid death. The second type is the view that God
gives humans a choice, but death cannot be avoided due to humans’

wrong choice. God or the intermediary is merely an intermediary. The
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responsibility for death falls on humans. The third type is the view that
it appears due to human desire. This shows that humans are not beings
who live only with reason, but rather beings who live their lives
influenced by personal desires and emotions. For Africans, God is not
an absolute being who is omnipotent and completely controls human
life, but rather a being who surpasses humans with certain limitations.
This familiar concept of God is connected to Africans’ attitude toward
death. For Africans, death is not the end of life, but rather a meeting
with gods who protect them. Africans see the death of a family member
as the birth of another ancestral god. These ancestral gods have a
greater influence on everyday life than absolute gods. Not all the dead
will become ancestral spirits. Only those who have lived a full and

meaningful life with a ‘good death’ can become ancestral spirits.

Keywords: African mythology, death, African gods, ancestral spirits
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