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The Sociological Research of Poverty and Crime in the Delinquent Subculture Theory

Young Je Kim, Pan Suk Kim

This study discusses the correlation between social classes and crime within a community in
terms of crime occurrence and its control from the socio—economic aspect, and the relationship
between poverty and crime with a focus on the delinquent subculture theory in terms of legal
consciousness and class conflict. According to the theory, the lower—class members try to
achieve success legitimately in a society where the middle class values are dominant, but they
become frustrated and express aggression against the middle class norms which have caused
them frustration. Furthermore, they even commit crimes to achieve their desired goals. In that,
the statistics support the delinquent subculture theory which Cohen argued. Based on the
correlation between poverty and crime, this study stresses multi—disciplinary discussion using
comprehensive approaches to socio—environmental factors in crime studies, social welfare, and
effective social safety nets to reduce poverty.

Key words: delinquent subculture theory, poverty, the poor strata, crime, economic crimes



