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The Perception of Biomedical Ethics in Undergraduate Students

Hyung Wha Shim

The purpose of this study was to provide basic data which is necessary for educating
undergraduate students for establishing a desirable sense of ethical values. In this descriptive
research, a total of 195 undergraduate students were selected and data were collected using a
4-point Likert scale. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t—test, one-way ANOVA,
and Scheffe test, Pearson's Correlation Coefficient by using SPSS/WIN 21.0 program. The result
of the study were as follows: The average score of perception of biomedical ethics was
2.74+.26. The highest score, 3.04%.34, was seen in the category of the 'Organ
transplantation’, the lowest, 2.42+.44, was seen in the category of 'Brain death'. Statisically
significant differences were founded in the general characteristics of gender(t=—2.58, p=.010),
major field(F=3.965, p=.009), religion(F=3.492, p=.017), economic status(F=4.601, p=.011).
Statistically significant differences were founded in the characteristics related to the subjects'
ethical values of ethical values(F=4.817, p=.009), experience on conflict of biomedical ethical
issues(F=4.631, p=.011), perception on times and quality of educational programs regarding
biomedical issues(F=4.804, p=.009), intention to attend class on biomedical ethics(F=5.736,
p=.004). In consequently, continuing educational programs need to be developed and more
reinforced ethical education should be offered.

Key words: biomedical ethics, undergraduate students, perception



