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A Study on Idertity of Fire Science and Possibility of Convergence Study

Sang 11 Ryu, Eun Byeol Ko, Gi Geun Yang™
Department of Fire Service Administration, Wonkwang Univ, 460 lksan—daero, lksan, Jeonbuk, Korea

Abstract

Although the fire—fighting has a long history, the academic history of fire science which aims to
understand and explain the fire phenomenon from scientific standpoint dates back to very recent times. It
was not until late 1980s that the fire science began to be studied and taught as an academic part in the
universities nationwide. Since 1990s and early 2000s, the departments related to the fire science began to
open in universities across the country. The academic identity of fire science is premised on the fire
phenomenon, and is determined by whether it provides theoretical framework for systematic/scientific
analysis and explanation of such phenomenon to some degree. To develop a study into an independent
study, a paradigm is needed which may be the conceptual framework that the members of academic
group commonly understand and share. This researcher intended to present the direction for development
after looking into the issue of establishing the academic paradigm and identity of fire science. Particularly,
this research identified the greatest characteristics of fire science from the convergence study and
intended to explore the possibility of convergence study in relation to the direction for development.
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<Fig 1> Dendrogram by Structural Equivalence Analysis
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the concept of disaster and disaster management

introduction to explosion and classification
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