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A Study on Reform of the Disaster Management System after Sewol Ferry Disaster

Yong Sik Shin"

Gyeonggi-Do Fire and Disaster Headquarters, 286 Dongsuwon-ro, Gwonson—gu, Suwon, Korea

Abstract

The intent of this study is to analyze various opinions of experts regarding building a new
disaster management system after Sewol Ferry Disaster. Its goal is to review what are the main
points of opinions of the experts in various disaster management fields and problems of such
opinions. For analysis, this study collected and analyzed expert opinions posted at major
internet portal sites from April 22 to May 23, for 32 days after Sewol Ferry Disaster. The results
are as follow: 1) Most of expert opinions are focused on response phase among disaster
management processes including prevention, preparation, response, and recovery. 2) Expert
opinions are centered more on improving hardware, adopting new disaster management
organization rather than on software aspect related to improving functions of disaster
management system. 3) Directions of discussions are toward reinforcing control tower function
of the central government rather than that of the field in local areas.

Key words: Sewol perry disaster, disaster management system, disaster response
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