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The Effects of Violence Victimization Experience and Social Support Characteristics on Suicidal
Risks among University Students
Hae Sung Kim'

Division of Social Welfare, Kangnam University, 40 Kangnam-ro, Giheung—gu, Gyeongi—Do, Korea

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of violence victimization experience and
social support characteristics on suicidal risks among university students. 678 university students
from three universities located in Seoul and Gyeonggi province participated. With relation to
violence victimization experiences, child abuse and sexual abuse were included. With relation to
social support characteristics, perceived social support, social support size, social support from
family members when experiencing suicide risks, and social support from friend(s) when
experiencing suicide risks. Gender, depression and stress were included as control variables.
Hierarchical regression analyses were conducted. Results indicated that child abuse and sexual
abuse increased suicidal risks, while high perceived social support and social support size
decreased suicidal risks.

Key words: violence victimization experience, social support, suicidal risks
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