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A Study on Public's Credibility, Risk Perception and Effectiveness of Nuclear Power Plant
— Focused on comparison between the degree of risk and fear
Hae Ryong Song™, Won Je Kim™, Chan Won Kim™"

Department of Journalism and Communication, Sungkyunkwan University, Sungkyunkwan-ro,

Jongno—gu, Seoul, Korea.

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the public's credibility, risk perception and
effectiveness of nuclear power plant focused on comparison between the degree of risk and
fear. For the purpose, participants were classified as low-risk vs. high-risk in the degree of
risk. Also, participants were classified as low—fear vs. high—fear in the degree of fear. The
results revealed that high—-risk group showed high scores on risk perception and effectiveness.
And low—fear group showed high scores on credibility about supervisory authority and scientists
associated with nuclear power plant, high—fear group showed high scores on risk perception
about nuclear power plant. Second, low—fear group showed high scores on credibility about
supervisory authority. And high-risk group change from low—fear to high—fear showed low scores
on credibility about scientists, low-risk group change from low—fear to high—fear showed high

scores on credibility about scientists. Also, high—risk group showed high scores on risk
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