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The Effects of Social Capital on the Elderly’'s Mortality Rates
Sang Weon Kim™

Department of Police Administration, Dong—Eui University, 176 Eomgwangno, Busanjin—gu, Busan, Korea

Abstract

Based on recent sociological and political literature on social capital theory, this study tested
the hypotheses that areas with higher levels of social capital and state support will have old
people’s lower mortality rates. Korea is an Aging Society with the elderly’s high mortality rates.
Although its overall mortality rates are relatively high among the OECD members, the elderly’s
mortality rates vary widely in regions. Similarly, the level of social capital provided by local
government varies throughout Korea due to the level of financial condition. Using data from
Korean regions(n=229) and controlling for other structural variables, Ordinary Least Squares(OLS)
regression was employed to estimates the effects of social capital on the elderly’s regional
mortality rates. As expected, the results provided some partial support for direct effects of
social capital and(or) social support on the elderly’s mortality rates. The findings showed that
regions exhibiting high level of social support or social capital were regions with lower level of
the elderly’s mortality rates. The findings are discussed in the sociocultural contexts of Korean
regional specific circumstances and of the meaning of recent research of social capital and the
elderly’s mortality.
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H 2ei =) 243
b(B) p-value b(p) p-value b(p) p-value
A 107.910 <.000 80.976 <.000 76.771 <.000
mE=; .541(.064) .320 .535(.064) 327
=3} 1.822(.192) .004 1.881(.198) .003
SAHMEDI MY -.463(-.126) .001 -.469(-.127) .001
Mg 2EH| -.885(~1.106) <.000 -.882(-1.102) <.000
Blz= -3.186(-.529) <.000 -1.150(-.190) .001 -1.102(-.182) .001
== -.859(~.031) .501
EHs=4 .020(.011) 79
EE -.001(=.213) .003 .001(.115) .006 .001(.109) 012
o132 -.000002(-.033) .685 .000008(.167) .001 .000008(.165) .001
IS .000(-.276) <.000 .000(.272) <.000 .000(.273) <.000
il -.298(~.150) .055 .034(.017) 704 .085(.042) 427
Adjusted R? 178 .751 750
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