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Abstract

This article aims to explore the characteristics of infectious diseases in Seoul from the
perspective of historical study. The research question starts with the idea that understanding the
features of the outbreak of communicable diseases for the last decade could help public health
authorities in Seoul to better cope with upcoming risks in the future. The high frequency of the
recent outbreaks of infectious diseases in Seoul is due to neither malnutrition nor unhygienic
environment. Considering that the rapid spread of infectious diseases has had a strong impact
on regional economy and urban development in Seoul, historical research and heuristic search
were conducted to provide information on the long—term trends and characteristics of the
outbreaks of infectious diseases. The findings could be used to better deal with infectious
diseases in other cities as well.
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<Table 1> The trend of infectious diseases' outbreaks right after Korea's Liberation

Year 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 Tota %‘:Lh
Cholera Qutbreak 15,644 15,644 65.1
Death 10,181 10,181
Dysentery Qutbreak 2,389 1,161 1,318 876 52 5,796 33.9
Death 1,239 598 118 7 1,962
Typhoid Qutbreak 11,278 8,250 5,062 5,691 7,211 37,492 12.0
Death 1,921 1,371 515 691 4,498
Paratyphoid Qutbreak 65 97 385 159 125 831 3.3
Death 31 8 202 11 8 260
Smalloox Qutbreak 20,810 402 1,197 10,085 2,349 34,843 19.8
Death 4,234 220 2,068 382 6,904
Typhus Qutbreak 4,754 1,831 1,806 1,322 1,821 11,534 7.8
Death 442 184 120 153 899
Scarlet Fever Qutbreak 400 89 39 12 2 542 55.0
Death 225 71 2 298
Recurrent Qutbreak 136 314 260 380 569 1,659 7.6
Fever Death 44 31 21 30 126
Diphtheria Qutbreak 864 362 2,231 1,668 932 6,057 12.4
Death 142 206 233 169 750
Epidemic Qutbreak 446 207 164 139 50 1,006 23.1
Cerebrospinal 79 108 37 8 232
Meningitis
Epidemic Qutbreak 5,616 5 5,621 48.6
Encephalitis Death 2,729 1 2,730
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<Table 2> The statistics for the outbreaks of infectious diseases in Seoul for 1st period

Disease Year 1946 1948 1950 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1958 1959
Cholera Qutbreak 345 345 - - - - - - - -
Death 83 87 - - - - - - - -
) Qutbreak 201 201 149 9 13 20 18 35 124 52
Typhoid
Death 26 26 45 = 1 1 1 2 4 8
Paratyohoid Qutbreak 5 5 2 - - 1 2 4 4 1
aratyphoi
P Death - - - - - - - - - -
Qutbreak 24 - 106 31 6 8 7 7 29 22
Typhus
Death 40 = 16 1 1 = = 1 = 6
Qutbreak 415 415 739 1 15 6 - 1 - -
Smallpox
Death 76 76 371 1 4 2 - - -
Cutbreak 2 2 2 = - = = 1 - _
Scarlet Fever
Death - - - - - - - - =
. . Outbreak 171 - - 31 40 69 81 237 308 440
Diphtheria
Death 21 - - 6 2 8 8 24 25 33
S Outbreak - 105 52 93 66 38 6 12 8 5
| v Death = 95 16 11 4 5 1 - 2 1
Epidemic Outbreak 80 - 54 9 17 15 6 7 8 13
Cerebrospina
| Meningitis Death 8 - 9 9 5 5 3 4 3 2
Recurrent Qutbreak 118 = 77 236 3 - 1 - - =
Fever Death 1 = 18 9 = - - - - -
Encenhalitis Qutbreak - - 38 " 5 6 12 - - 288
P Death - - 11 8 2 4 6 - - 108
Total Outbreak 1361 1073 1613 431 165 155 133 304 482 821
Death 265 284 602 45 19 25 19 <l 34 153
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<Table 3> The statistics of the outbreaks of venereal diseases in Seoul for the 2nd period.

Suspected Patient of

Year Venereal Patient Patient Treated
Potential Venereal

1961 5903 2520 -
1962 22099 6838 =
1963 50603 11703 -
1964 61041 8915 =
1965 35359 9098 -
1966 60004 14008 =
1967 59953 13988 -
1968 40322 8046 51306
1969 48655 4710 28316
1970 35241 2358 12747
1971 27299 3124 25542
1972 31704 3397 26544
1973 51620 4938 18704
1974 30575 3228 25768
1975 54344 5792 34696
1976 51235 7507 9273
1977 62187 12669 16203
1978 96194 12945 12091
1979 103632 12173 10623
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<Figure 1> The trend of the number of lepers and tuberculosis patients
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<Table 4> The classification of national infectious diseases
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<Table 5> The outbreaks of national infectious diseases in Seoul

year 2001 2002 2008 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

1,457 834 597 681 447 504 446 480 5970 1,532 1,435

Growol 1.537 1418 o (78 (22 (79 67 (69 (65 (102 (1,159 (288  (289)

1,673 1,787 3844 13,189 25,099 27,454 31,738 30,718 44,028 38,306 57,976

Group2 24874 881 a51)  (33) (287) (252)  (426) (2.620) (4623) (2715) (4497) (4695) (6,358)

34,614 38,508 44,990 45,753 44,759 42,912 43,585 45372 48,388 51,907 53,125

Grow3 40.298 36801 (o on) (7,164) (2525) (10,039) (539) (3.849) (11,509) (12,153 (10,943 (11,087) (11.811)

17 21 36 42 1M 71 706,985 56,989 84 163 314

Groupd 6 10 ) ® (4 @ @ © (18 @n @ @8 (98

66,715 39,105 37,661 41,150 49,467 59,665 70,416 70,941 782,754 133559 98,470 91,908 112,850
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<Figure 3> The trend of national infectious diseases by class
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<Figure 4> The trend of national infectious disease by year
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