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Abstract
Cosmetic surgery services have been used as a means of pursuing profit in Korea where

appearance matters so much. The cosmetic surgery market in Korea is booming remarkably,
accounting for 20% of the world's market share, but cosmetic surgery accidents have been
frequently occurring recently. Although the accidents could cause serious side effects, physical
disability or impaired health, and even death, public health authorities in Korea fail to manage
or oversee cosmetic medical institutions systematically and lack understanding of the actual
situations of the accidents. Since one of the government's responsibilities is to protect the
fundamental rights of citizens, the efforts to protect the safety rights of cosmetic surgery
consumers or patients should not be left within the private sector. Based on the analysis of the
seriousness of cosmetic surgery accidents, this study suggested a systematic improvement plan
to protect the safety rights of cosmetic surgery patients.
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<Table 1> Plastic surgery consultation and mediation Facts of Korea Medical Dispute Mediation and Arbitration Agency

2012

consultation mediati

444 18

2013 2014(July)
on consultation mediation consultation mediation
731 51 530 49

% Source: The data released

by Rep. In Soon Nam national audit carried out in 2014.
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<Table 2> Standards of medical facilities

facilities contents
patient's room If you keep the patient's room: patient's room that can accommodate more than
29 people
intensive care unit =
operating suite 1(The surgical treatment courses, and if the surgery under general anesthesia)
emergency room -
laboratory -
X-ray scattering distribution =
recovery room 1(If having surgery)

physical therapy department -

oriental therapeutic -
management
autopsy suite

pharmacy 1(If keep pharmacy)
boiling room -
department of medical -
record
sterilization facilities 1(Excluding clinic does not treat outpatient)

3% Source :© Medical Law Enforcement Rules, Appendix 3.
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<Table 3> Emergency medical equipment including status

automated automated not having none of
Classification total external respirator st iz i ez
o defibrillato & defibrillato &
defibrillator h h
respirator respirator
sum 1,091 206(18.8%) 230(21%) 184(16.8%) 839(76.9%)
general hospital 142 141(99.2%) 142(100%) 141(99.2%) -
hospital 130 65(50%) 51(39.2%) 43(33%) 57(43.8%)
clinic 819 = 37(4.5%) - 782(95.4%)

3 Source: Parliamentary audit data(based on July 2013), Health Insurance Review & Assessment Service
submitted to lawmakers Dong Ic Choi

<Table 4> Emergency medical equipment including status(AED) above the top 1-5

cities and automated agﬁe":?;d not having none of automated
) total external respirator L external defibrillato &
provinces " defibrillato & .
defibrillator \ respirator
respirator
Gangwon—do 24 11(45.5%) 10(41.6%) 9(37.5%) 11(45.8%)
Gyeom”?z”g”a 39 170435%)  19(48.7%) 17(43.5%) 20(51.2%)
Jeollanam-do 14 6(42.8%) 7(50%) 6(42.8%) 7(50%)
Jeju Special
Self-Governin 15 6(40%) 7(46.6%) 6(40%) 8(53.3%)
g Province
Chungcheong o o o o
bukdo 14 5(35.7%) 5(35.7%) 5(35.7%) 9(64.2%)
Ulsan
Metropolitan 17 5(29.4%) 4(23.5%) 4(23.5%) 12(70.5%)
City

# Source: Parliamentary audit data(based on July 2013), Health Insurance Review & Assessment Service
submitted to lawmakers Dong Ic Choi
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