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Abstract

This article examines the causes and characteristics of the ideological conflicts on the online space in Korea

and discusses its findings. Specifically, it explores the origins and characteristics of online ideological conflicts
in Korea, and then discusses the characteristics of the major cases and their implications for the Korean
society. Examples of analysis include critical agenda such as candlelight demonstrations for anti-US beef
imports, online community titled “llbe” and the 18th presidential election in Korea. These issues were actively
discussed around the online space, which reflect and reveal ideological conflicts prevalent throughout the

online society in Korea. Based on the findings, this article suggests the future directions for regulation policy
based on the philosophy of online media regulation.
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Table 1. Type of social conflict

content

public goods conflict generating externa effect

conflict in the market and labor
conflict surrounding public policy

type

interest conflict

policy conflict

authority conflict

conflict surrounding administrative authority and border of the area

conflict surrounding identity including ideology, culture, region, religion

value conflict
# source: Chang & 1m(2006).
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BHH, 22t HEZS AN GHollA 012 A2l M= Lt dYAX™ HI2 HAS SHHLD| (&L 20lH
3t 2801 =Ch= 240ICk 0 TR0 CHAFIOIA bH CHAIARA ZICH BRI HWH, M HE = 10020
HIE 015201 H2l2 X2 LIODIALY, JHehdlE0] Stet EXIE SiLIZ D124 43 180 SEHUIM &Y
A2 22t XE ok L0l MIHED QUCH O Wk oA MA 50~60%012] tHEE XIXISt
(Chang, 2014 20%E L= O AIXIE, B0| Z8HIQ! 22X S2| aHet
£ Dol 241 0122 Ck= BHATH(pdicy falure)
V. =LAt =2 o =H0IA 2HI0l E2ck= 20| Etdoll 2eICH
2008 Z2AII= LM 01F ZS2t2l9 22 1
T2 A2 HEE SoliM 20IM =2l8t 22121 0| 2 OISt MIgt 01E015+2 == 0PI3MChk= &0l ¢
Table 2. Korean Online Participation Index (UNDP)
year 2008 2010 2012

ranking 2 1 1

Table 3. Pros and cons issues of Agora Political Forum in 2008 candlelight demonstration

pros and cons(%)

ISSue pasting (%) very favorable favorable ordinary  opposite  very opposite

outline government policy 1,248 (36.2) 3.8 43 6.4 36.6 488

suppression of candlelight demonstration 859 (24.9) 26.7 10.6 13.3 29.6 19.9

US beef import 420 (12.2) 7.4 8.8 14.0 39.3 30.5

the tone of the conservative press 169 (4.9) 2.4 24 4.1 37.9 53.3
control of media and Internet 76 (2.2) - - - - -
privatization of public sector 34 (1.0) - - - - -
waterway — grand cand 20 (0.6) - - - - -
etc 625 (18.1) - - - - -
total 3,451 (100.0) - - - - -

% source: Chang(2010).
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Table 4. Conservative newspapers’ columns in 2008 candlelight demonstration (May-June)

Josunlbo Dongal lbo
favorable( %) opposite( %) favorable(%) opposite( %)
outline government policy 0(0%) 20(83.3%) 0(0%) 15(88.2%)
suppression of candlelight o o o o
dermonstration 28(35.9%) 0(0%) 36(48%) 0(0%)
the tone of the conservative press 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
US beef import 32(41%) 0(0%) 18(24%) 0(0%)
control of media and Internet 14(17.9%) 0(0%) 19(25.3%) 0(0%)
privatization of public sector 4(5.1%) 0(0%) 2(2.7) 0(0%)
waterway — grand candl 0(0%) 4(16.7%) 0(0%) 2(11.8%)
etc 121 131
total 78(100%) 24(100%) 75(100%) 17(100%)
% source: Chang(2010).
2 T2 X" == QUL <Tdde 3> 2 ZEAIRIC O & 0l01l Chet ERC (22 B+0E20 0IF2UEE S
ot =cIUE Ottt BXIESE| QN ZEet 8BS ol SIEHZ & U=, <Tade 4> WM ERIEI= BEY
= 20==0l, 329 2s2elJt AiotHA 015t S FFEM S20 CHet XIH 20l= AlSIE 0t Bt
CHASIEIRISS &olg += ULt S0I122 de 3% Ot BHXIEIRICE LZ40H, EHZATHON CHEH HSC2] AlE!
0124 1001 =2 HAIZES 12.2%0 S3totH, 3F 0E =22, BEXAC Hetd s34, 82 23HE9
4 E20 CH3 BIIOH Al Y JPDI0] XQUCHS 2001 OJSelRl S0 DANOS 222l dHER|E £2A
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Table 5. Regulation right and regime

type distribution of regulation right mode of regulation regime
| noninterference anarchic
Il equa alotment confederal
I oligopaly feudal
% monopoly monarchic

% source: Chang(2006a) .
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