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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the case of the Sewol ferry disaster and to explore how the responses
of traumatic loss caused by a disaster have been revealed in commemoration events. For this purpose,
those holding the commemoration events for the Sewol ferry victims are grouped into the three groups;
the bereaved, a civic group, and a government organization in order to estimate the frequency of com-
memorations over time. The study also identifies the people’s emotions revealed in the commemoration
events and their themes. Commemoration events were most frequently held in May 2014 and in April 2015
on the first anniversary of the disaster; the primary emotions found in the events are sorrow and anger;
and the theme most frequently revealed is ‘memory’ of the disaster. In particular, since most of the victims
of the Sewol ferry disaster were high school students, sadness about the fact that the adolescents who
would have needed to be protected by adults died at their early age due to adults’ wrongdoing was frequently
found in the commemoration events for the Sewol ferry victims.
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Table 2. Monthly frequency of commemoration events

Case(%)
14 M J Jul A S Oct Ni D 15 Feb M A; total
Apr ay un u ug ep C ov ec Jan e ar pr ota
The 48
Bereaved 5 0 1 4 0 0 0 4 2 3 6 11 13 9.8)
Civic 382
Group 49 51 11 13 5 7 4 14 5 15 15 15 178 (77.6)
Government 62
Organization 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 3 1 2 52 (12.6)
total 55 52 12 17 5 7 5 19 7 21 22 28 243 492
o (1.2 | 10.6) | @4 | 85 | 1.0 | 1.9 | 1.0 | 3.9 | 19 | 43 | @5 | 6.7 | (49.9) | (100)
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Figure 1. Monthly frequency of commemoration events
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Table 3. Emotion differences depend on a main agent in commemoration events

Case(%)
Main Agent

The Bereaved Civie Goverp mgnt Total test

(48case) Group Organization value

(382case) (62case)

Sadness 21(43.8) 85(22.3) 10(16.1) 116(23.6) 413,12

Anger 15(31.3) 68(17.8) 5(11.1) 88(17.9) 29 91”

, Shame 5(2.7) 19(5.0) 4(3.5) 28(5.7) 2,69
Emotion - m
Guilty 9(4.4) 30(7.9) 6(5.7) 45(9.1) 26,12
Fear 2(4.2) 8(8.5) 1(1.6) 11(2.2) b1.28

Positive 5(10.4) 16(4.2) 0(0) 21(4.3) b8 89"

a.  pC.001, “pC o1, Tp( 05

b, Allow overlapping cording

c. test value a: a® test value | test value b: fisher’s exact test value
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Figure 2. Emotion differences depend on a main agent in commemoration events
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Table 4. Subject differences depend on a main agent in commemoration events
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case(%)
Main Agent
The Bereaved Goverg mgnt Total test
(48case) Organization value
(382case) (62case)

Memory 38(79.2) 346(90.6) 60(96.8) 444(90.2) a9 74"
Subject Cause 26(54.2) 98(25.7) 6(9.7) 130(26.4) 328,06::
Resolution 23(47.9) 105(27.5) 29(46.8) 157(31.9) 15,40

Meaning 3(6.3) 31(8.1) 11(17.7) 45(9.1) 26.49"

a. " p(.001, "p< 0L "p( .05
b, Allow overlapping cording

c. test value a: a”test value | test value b: fisher’s exact test value
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Figure 3. Subject differences depend on a main agent in commemoration events
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