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Abstract

The sinking of the Sewol Ferry in 2014 sparked conflicts between various stakeholders in Korea. While
the government, ruling party and conservative groups treated it as one of the common ftraffic “accidents”,
the bereaved families and civic (liberal) groups argued it was a “tragedy” which the government should
be solely responsible for. Although the opposition party represented the views of the families and civic groups,
the bill of the Sewol special law was passed by the Congress in favor of the position of the government
and ruling party. Why did the opposition party draft the bill that reflects that position? Why were the families
and civic groups eventually forced to accept the agreement, contrary to their preferences? In this study,
we reaffirm the preference asymmetry theory that the player with a narrow preference wins the game against
the player with a wide preference. We then compare the evolution process with the result of preference
asymmetry through the evolutionary game theory.
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Table 1. Strategy of the three players at some time points

time
Player Plan 1 100 400 500 550 600 650 700 1000
1 01000 01175 .02901  .05742 10903  .44902  .99947  1.00000  1.00000
3 01000 .00989 00985  .00960  .00909 00563 00001  .00000 00000
Player 1 5 01000 00991  .00993  .00970  .00919  .00570  .00001  .00000 00000
7 01000 .00993 00997  .00975  .00925 00574 00001  .00000 00000
9 96000 95852 94124 91353  .86343 53391 00051  .00000 00000
1 96000 96975  .96994 97004 97016 97100 98017 98791  .99940
3 01000 .01010 01008 01006  .01003  .00975  .00667  .00407 00020
Player 2 5 01000 .01009 01003  .01000  .00996 00968  .00662  .00404 00020
7 01000 .01007 00995  .00990  .00985  .00957  .00654  .00399 00020
9 01000 .00000  .00000  .00000  .00000  .00000  .00000  .00000  .00000
1 01000 01194 03121  .06284  .12000  .48599  .99980  1.00000  1.00000
3 01000 .00987 00982  .00954  .00898 00526  .00000  .00000 00000
Player 3 5 01000 .00989  .00991  .00966  .00910 00533  .00000  .00000 00000
7 01000 .00991 00998  .00974  .00918 00538  .00000  .00000 00000
9 96000 .95839 93908  .90822  .85273 49803  .00020  .00000 00000

Note: Calculated with R 3.2.5.
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Figure 3. Continuous changes in strategy of the three players
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