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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to theoretically examine historical change of the fire-fighting organization
from the liberation of Korea from Japanese rule on August 15, 1945 to that of the Ministry of Public Safety
and Security of the Park Geun-hye Administration, which could suggest policy proposals on the developmental
direction of the fire-fighting organization in Korea. Whenever there was a reorganization of disaster management

organizations, the fire-fighting organization was not at the center of change but assigned an auxiliary role.
Hence, the developmental direction of Korea’s fire-fighting organization should include the institutional and
policy reforms such as implementing the function of a disaster management control tower, establishing the
National Fire Service Agency as a standalone agency, implementing the fire-fighting safety policy, developing
experience-oriented fire-fighting safety education programs for citizens, and unifying the national disaster

management command system.

Key words: fire-fighting history, independence fire department, fire safety policy
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(Park, 2006: 237-251; Lee, ef, al, 2009: 13-24;
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1. XtX|AE A|CH(1945~1948)
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sto] AHE 25191, 19454 119 AE A
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division

Characteristics

Local Government Fire fighting era
(1945~1948)

(Governments)Central Fire Commission
(Local governments)Province Fire Commission, Fire unit, Fire station

National Fire era (1948~1970)

(Governments)Ministry of Interior Safety Departments of Fire fighting Part
(Local governments)Police Departments Fire fighting Part, Fire station

National and Local Government Dual era
(1971~1974)

(Governments)Local Government Fire fighting
(Local governments)Police Departments Fire fighting Part

Local Government Fire fighting era
(1975~1991)

(Governments)Police Headquarters Fire Departments — Civil Defense
Headquarters Fire Departments
(Local governments)Civil Defence Fire Bureau

Greater Fire era (1992~2004)

(Governments)Civil Defense Headquarters Fire Departments
(Local governments)Fire Departments

National Emergency Management Agency era | (Governments)National Emergency Management Agency

(2004 ~2014)

(Local governments)Fire Departments

Ministry of Public Safety and Security era | (Governments)Ministry of Public Safety

(2014 ~Now)

(Local governments)Fire Departments

¥ Source: Park Jong Tack(2006)
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Table 2. Korea’s fire service status
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Fire Protection Contractor Law 7 3 2 2
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16 9 1 6
and safety management
Dangerous Goods Safety Management Law 8 1 1 6
Special law on the safety management of
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multi—purpose cleaners
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Fire Officials law 1 4 7
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119 Rescue law on Emergency 16 6 8 2
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¥ Source: Jung, et. al (2013)
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Table 3. Competitive value approach based

on organizational effectiveness

Model The emphasis Goal Development of the organization Fire
Open systems Organization s .
h I F D
model Flexibility Growth Resource acquisition ndependence Fire Department
Rational goal Organization . . Fire Safety Policy capabilities
P Eff; ’
model Control roductivity laency Fire safety training
Internal Process Human - Disaster Management
1 Bal
Model Control Stability Balance Control Tower
Relationship Human, Human resource development Unified command system of
Model Flexibility P disaster management

% Source: Lee & Choe (2011)
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