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Abstract

This research examined the association between social capital and aging problems in Korea, based on
the recent sociological and public heath literature. It tested the hypothesis that old people with more positive
perception of social capital in their residential areas have a less serious attitude toward the elderly’s problems.
Using the nationwide survey data from 1,060 elderly people in Korea, the relationship between social capital
and the elderly’s problems was estimated by the OLS (Ordinary Least Squares) regression models. The
results found a significant relationship between social capital and the elderly’s problems. The findings indicated
that old people with more positive perception of social capital in their residence had less serious attitude
toward the elderly’s problems, which suggests the role of public policy of enhancing social capital in alleviating

various aging problems.
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Table 1. Descriptions of variables and descriptive statistics(N=1060)

variable Description Mean Std, dev.
health 6 questions related to health, mobility, chronic disease 15,85 4,58
environment 7 questions related to residence, neighborhood, safety 15,07 5.29
relationship 8 questions related to spouse, children, friend, discrimination 18.20 6.96
psychological 10 questions related to loneliness, dependency, lethargy 23.81 717
economic 6 questions related income, living cost, job market 16,31 5.09
trust 4 questions related to the degree of trust of others 13.42 2.23
network 5 questions related to level of development of network 15.53 417
involvement 6 questions related to civic involvement by organizations 14,12 7.62
norm 5 questions related to perception of general norms of life 20,52 3.54
system 4 questions related to perception to fairness of social system 13,73 3.16
control 4 questions related to informal social control 12.89 3.90
cohesion 6 questions related to community cohesion 22.00 4.40
support 6 questions related to regional social support 20.41 4.04
activity 6 questions related to the activity participation of community 17,57 3.78
residence 4 questions related to assessment of residential environment & services 13.29 3.13
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Table 3. The elderly’s problems regressed on social capital (N=1060)
Variable modell(health) model2(environ) model3(relation) model4(psych) model5(econom)
b(B) p—value b(B) p—value b(B) p—value b(B) p—value b(B) p—value
intercept 15.612 {001 19,620 <001 17,093 <001 23,502 <001 16,253 <.001
.093 169 229 084 178
trust ( 045) 171 Cor) .019 (074) .019 (182) {.001 Co78) 019
—-.010 —.049 —.202 -.133 —.102
network Coosy T (Cogy B0 oy Co0r T2 Tl o
. .029 129 184 110 .056
involvement ( 049) 117 (185) <001 (200) <001 (117) <001 ( 085) .007
—.252 —.453 -.339 —.388 —-.164
norm (- 195) <001 (- 303) <001 (- 179) {001 (- 199) <001 (- 114) .001
.099 —.062 —.068 —.106 —-.150
system (06%) 082 Toe 20T Toab 804 o 1290 ol 004
077 .078 .041 1 .100
control ( 066) .046 ( 058) .058 (023) 462 (060) .060 Cor7) .021
. -.060 —-.109 =111 —.222 -.021
cohesion (= 057) 118 (- 091) .007 (= 070) 043 (- 136) {001 (= 018) 621
—.083 —.149 —.168 —.108 -.121
support (-.073) .043 (- 114) .001 (= 097) .004 (- 061) .079 (=096) .008
.. 169 .339 .396 338 226
activity ( 140) {001 (242) €.001 (215) <001 (178) <.001 (168) <.001
. —-.007 017 186 .092 107
residence (=.005) .900 (010) 762 (084) 014 ( 040) .249 (066) .067
1.039 .329 1,483 .569 .067
gender (111) <001 (031) .264 (105) {001 (039) 176 (006) .830
F 10,084 <001 29,687 <001 21,878 001 17,232 <.001 8.836 <001
Adjusted R? .086 230 178 144 075
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