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Abstract

This exploratory study aims to provide an understanding of the compensation litigation process with the
case of Hebei Spirit Oil Spill. By reviewing daily newspaper articles issued between December 7, 2007
to June 20, 2016, this study has drawn two categories of factors that would be useful to develop a plausible
explanation of the relationships between litigation and corrosive community. The first category was the con-
tingent factor, including the size of the available compensation fund, supplementary compensation mecha-
nisms, excessive expectation on external information, safety of compensation environment, and trust. The
other was the factors intrinsic to the litigation process, including evidence collection burden, claims criteria,
understanding of litigation, and satisfaction with the court decision. Implications of these findings were

discussed.
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Table 1. Criminal justice rulings in the Hebei Spirit Oil Spill case
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(Seosan Branch)
(June 23, 2008)

Factors

Daejeon District Court | Daejeon District Court

(December 10, 2008)

Remand after Reversal
Daejeon District Court
(June 11, 2009)

Supreme Court

(April 23, 2009)

Hebei Spirit Shipping Co, Acquittal Fine (30mil, won) Fine (30mil, won)

e . . Imprisonment (1, 5yr) . .
Hebei Spirit Ship Mater Acquittal Fine (20mil. won) Reversal Fine (20mil, won)
Hebei Spirit Chief Officer Acquittal Imprisonment(8mon) Reversal Fine (10mil, won)

Fine (10mil, won)

Samsung Heavy Engineering Co. | Fine (30mil, won)

Fine (30mil, won)

Fine (30mil, won)

Imprisonment (3yr)

Imprisonment (2,5yr)

Samsung Tug(T—5) Master Fine (2mil won) Fine (2mil won) Reversal Imprisonment(2yr3mon)
Samsung Tug(T—3) Master Imprisonment (1yr) Imprisonment (8mon)
Crane Vessel Master Acquittal Imprisonment (1,5yr) Reversal Imprisonment(1yr3mon)

#¥Source: Taean—kun(2010), (Park, 2013: 60),
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Table 2. Comparison of IOPC claims assessment and court decisions (unit: cases, won, %)
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Claims Assessment Claims Decision
B/A D/C
Cases Amount (A) Cases | Amount (B) Cases Amount (C) Cases | Amount (D)

Total |128,400| 2,775,283,557,271| 57,014|184,464,136,498| 6.65| 127,471| 4,227,148,488,408| 63,201| 736,074,011,587| 17 41| 26,52
Damages | 128,339| 2,163,556,581,080|57,006|180,247,337,128| 8.33| 127,436| 3,633,621,963,390| 63,167| 518,200,345,230| 14 26| 23,95
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*¥Source: Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries(2012),
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