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Abstract

The aim of this study is to examine the effect of socio-demographic, injury-related, and pre-injury job character-
istics on the types of return-to-work among injured workers in South Korea. This study used the data from
1,993 injured workers in 2012 based on the first wave of the Panel Study of Worker's Compensation Insurance
(PSWCI). According to the results, workers who were in their 40s and 50s, living with spouse, working
in a company with 100 employees or less, had less than three months of medical care, good health status,
and worked for a long period as a regular employee were more likely to return to pre-injury job or find
a new job. Thus, policy makers and practitioners need to consider not only socio-demographic and injury-related
characteristics but also pre-injury job characteristics when designing return-to-work programs for injured work-
ers in South Korea.
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Table 1. Socio-demographic characteristics and RTW outcomes
Total Return to ~ Work at a new Self-employed/Non—  Unemployed
Variables (N=1,993) Pre—injury firm paid family business (N=587) e
jobs (N=693) (N=640) (N=73)
Gender
Men 1680 84,3 585 84.4 564 88.1 66 90.4 465 79.2 90 598"
Women 313 15.7 108 15.6 76 11,9 7 9.6 122 20.8 ’
Age
30s or younger 413 20.7 175 25.3 123 19.2 20 27.4 95 16.2
40s 519 260 217 813 171 26.7 17 23.3 LR
50s 701 35.2 226 32.6 244 38.1 20 27.4 211 35.9 '
60s or more 360 18.1 75 10.8 102 15.9 16 21.9 167 28.4
Education
College or more 307 15.4 151 21.8 87 13.6 1 15,1 58 9.9
High school 900 452 352 508 289 452 26 35.6 233 39.7 87263
Middle school or less 786 39.4 190 27.4 264 41,3 36 49.3 296 50.4
Marital status
Living with a partner 1408 70,6 529 76.3 445 69.5 53 72.6 381 64.9 90 650"
Living without a partner 585 29.4 164 23.7 195 30.5 20 27.4 206 35.1 '
"p( 05; “p<01; Tpcool
Y/ FFE DEAL 204, 4519, AQ/MHANF  Fol HE AARA 53] o] Edt FAROR §e)
© 907 3519108 e} 989 YuolRol Aol & § o2 HARIITHY*=98,960, p( 00D, AN} A
3 AR fejgh AoR BAEUCkE-10.938, = AHH0] 55,292 /Ky Bk, 53] xgoR
pC.00D, AR A ool 9lo1H 991 ofSh AlRIO] MR TRAS] A9 82, 0% YA OR e H0R
47.4%% 7 oked, QAR Bale WMo Ueheh ool Hla) A A Qgxlolgd 2rAe] 4

o

10~9991 AJoIA o] 431 27} 45 0%8 7} nke
A0 Ueht the 2olug) gl ula) AdhHow
B8 U2 Holls Ao wolEiglch Aoy Al

Table 2. Injury-related characteristics and RTW outcomes

o EpALo 2 ARISIE Mo 45.9%, A1%)/H4
Ao] WA 40,2%9) A0 setEigich, FAMY

A9je} 11T o) By w3t folat Aow

=i

Total Return to Work at a new Self—employed/Non— Unemployed
Variables (N=1,993) Pre—injury jobs firm paid family business (N=587) I
(N=693) (N=640) (N=73)
Duration of medical
care benefits
{ 3 months 319 16.0 136 19.6 117 18.3 14 19.2 52 8.9
3-6 months 823 413 334 482 267 417 35 47.9 187 319 106,917
> 6 months 851 42.7 223 32.2 256 40.0 24 32.9 348 59.3
Disability status
Without disability 349 17.5 135 19.5 126 19.7 21 28.8 67 11.4 25.469™
With disability 1644 82.5 558 80.5 514 80.3 52 71.2 520 88.6
Self—rated health
Good 1100 55.2 506 73.0 371 58.0 36 49.3 187 31.9
Bad 893 448 187 27.0 269 42.0 37 50.7 400 68.1 221,288
"pC.05; “pdoL: TpCoot
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Table 3. Pre-injury job characteristics and RTW types

Total Return to Work at a new Self—employed/Non—  Unemployed
Variables (N=1,993) Pre—injury firm paid family business (N=587) e
jobs (N=693) (N=640) (N=73)
Monthly wage 225,21 238.35 229,82 204.37 207.25 10 938"
10,000won(SD) (104.69) (107.68) (100.33) (110.45) (102.38)
Enterprise size
100 or more 200 10.0 126 18.2 31 4.8 6 8.2 37 6.3
10-99 employees 848 425 312 450 260  40.6 29 39.7 247 421 98,960
Under 9 employees 945 47 4 255 36.8 349 54.5 38 52.1 303 51.6
Employment status
Permanent 1100 55.2 568 82.0 248 38.8 35 47.9 249 42.4
Temporary 268 13.4 54 7.8 102 15.9 10 13.7 102 17.4 319,584
Daily 625 31.4 71 10.2 290 45.3 28 38.4 236 40.2
Type of work hours
Full time 1915 96.1 677 97.7 614 95.9 68 93.2 556 94.7
Part time 78 3.9 16 2.3 26 4.1 5 6.8 31 5.3 .76
Work period
Over 5 years 303 15.2 229 33.0 22 3.4 5 6.8 47 8.0
1-5 Years 383 19.2 196 28.3 90 14.1 1 15.1 86 14,7 438.620™
1-12 months 658 33.0 192 27.7 232 36.3 32 43.8 202 34.4
Under 1 month 649 32.6 76 11.0 296 46.3 25 34.2 252 42.9
"p{.05; p<.0L T p.001
AE ATy *=319.584, p<.001), ZEAIEEH = AL wirh dA”oll oAl 60t o} Hlwste] W A
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Table 4. Multinominal logistic regression on factors associated with RTW types

Return to Pre—injury jobs vs, Work at a new firm vs, Self—employed/Non—paid family

Unemployed Unemployed business vs, Unemployed
Variables . . Exp(B) . Exp(B) . Exp(B)
T Odds Ratio T Odds Ratio T Odds Ratio
Gender
Female(ref)
Male 0.352 0.197 1,422 0.510 0.190 1.665" 1,247 0,452 3,480
Age
60 or more(ref)
30 or younger 0.574 0,269 1.776" 0.515 0.242 1.674" 1.061 0.482 2.890"
40s 0,921 0,236 2.511"" 0,844  0.205 2.325"" 0,819 0,420 2,268
50s 0.681 0,203 1.976"  0.575 0.172 1.778" 0.163 0.367 1177
Education
Under Mid(ref)
College or more 0.458  0.245 1.581 0.300 0,233 1,349 -0.239 0,470 0,788
High school 0.103 0.170 1.108 0.050 0,149 1,051 -0.577  0.330 0.562
Marital status
Without spouse(ref)
with spouse 0.467 0.160 1,596 0.350 0.140 1.419° 0.688 0.312 1,990
—g—w‘igrgo%vﬁ)e 0.002 0001  1002° 000l 000l 1001  -0002 0002 0,998
Enterprise size
1-9 employees(ref)
10-99employees 0.002  0.144 1,002 -0.070  0.128 0.932 -0.112  0.270 0,894
>100 employees 0.620 0,251 1.859°  -0.018 0,279 0,982 0.380  0.503 1,462
Employment status
Daily(ref)
Temporary 0.078  0.250 1,081 -0.205 0,189 0.815 -0.400 0,424 0,670
Permanent 0.702  0.205 2.017"  -0.451 0,168 0.637" =099  0.352 0.820
Type of working hours
Part—time(ref)
Full-time -0,436 0,379 0,646 0.122  0.303 1,129 -0,460 0,542 0.631
Length of service
{1 month(ref)
1-12 months 0.906 0.192 2,474 0.161 0.148 1.175 0.583 0.317 1.792
1-5 years 1.561 0,227 4.763™ 0,145 0.207 1.156 0.380 0,441 1,462
> 5 years 2.230  0.258 9.301"" -0.626  0.303 0.534" 0.250  0.575 1,284
Duration of medical
care benefits
> 6 months(ref)
3—6 months 1.014 0.151 2,757 0,568 0.134 1764 0,941 0.291 2.562"
Under3 months 1.279 0,239 3.593™  0.883  0.225 2,417 0.868  0.434 2.382"
Disability status
With disability(ref)
Without disability 0.054 0215 1.056 0.217 0.201 1,242 0.804  0.344 2.235"
Self rated health
Bad(ref)
Good 1,454 0,144 4,280 0.996 0.129 2707 0,477 0,267 1.611

"p¢,05; “p<.01; Tpe 001
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