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Abstract

Relying upon the recent sociology and political science literature on social support and social capital theory,
this study tested the hypotheses that the areas with higher levels of social support and social capital have
higher voting rates in election. As voting participation rates vary widely in regions in Korea, the level of
social support and social capital provided by local government also varies by their financial and social condition.
Using the data collected on 229 regions in Korea, the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) regression was used
to estimate the effects of social support and social capital on the regional voting rates in election, after
controlling for other structural variables. As expected, the results provided some partial support for direct
effects of social capital on the voting rates. However, there are no significant direct effects of social support

on the voting rates.
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Table 1. Descriptions and sources of the variables

Variable

Description

Source

Regional voting rates

Proportion of registered voters who voted in 2012 parliamentary

election

Republic of Korea National
Election Commission

Education W

Proportion of the regional budget spent on education

Finance Yearbook

Culture W Proportion of the regional budget spent on culture Finance Yearbook
Health W Proportion of the regional budget spent on health Finance Yearbook
Social welfare W Proportion of the regional budget spent on social welfare Statistics Korea
Divorce rates Divorce number per 1,000 residents Statistics Korea
Education Rate per 100,000 people enrolled in college and university Statistics Korea
Density Population number per 1 square Km Statistics Korea
Sex ratio Male population/female population X 100(%) Statistics Korea
Urban Urban/rural distinction Statistics Korea
Elder the elder population/total population X 100(%) Statistics Korea

Al=3l] EQItHTurkey, 1977; Hartwig & Dearing,
1979). AFE=(scatterplots)E 5ol AP JFd=
AR Bekar, 9ut 7] T3 (stem and leaf dlagram)
Y HE-FA =& (box and whisker diagram)<

o MeA 0] st oo gt A

o2 Bels) £ A%, BASHS AT B L
254 ke
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HAE ARESE] 913t 71 AR ES B R
AlZ13L QAQdc, AR AgAde fAlskaL 9
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SR A=t 1 A9 ARRRE L] AF ot =34
o7 1 A9 Fxztolge] I & AAXY 01‘:'
£ AP S8l AR AR At AR

H(regression diagnostics)<

93}l Ordinary Least Squares

Zdlof] IA| A AA FAS) & Aolct, wheF AR
gi-e] ArejRde] Frrt T A9 ARk ] A
oh= Aglo] EYF o g 1 2|%9] Exoelgol 08‘
o ARk RieE RESA ZIAR

o= o43] FagetEol Fovet Y= —Zroi
F & Zot}, o€ (Table Dol ko] AMSH H=
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woic}, 20129 X|oJ0] B =l ARTAHIEE 17%
HEE e,

o] AR 4 ARBIX| Ut EEolR
Aole] BAZ B ot del, meH|r=-252), &
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics and correlation matrix

1) (2) ©) 4 (5) (6) (7 (8 9) (10) 11)
(1) Voting rates 1.000
(2) Education W —.252 1,000
(3) Culture W —-.308 841 1,000
(4) Health W .010 027 .002 1.000
(5) Social welfare W —.426 117 118 1365 1,000
(6) Divorce rates —.400 130 .168 —.200 .026 1.000
(7) Education —-.379 150 146 1562 521 —.046 1,000
(8) Density —.226 283 285 323 669 —.041 340 1,000
(9) Sex ratio —.408 71 .203 .007 .086 470 207 -.027 1.000
(10) Urban —.478 326 1290 120 636 174 .580 447 311 1.000
(11) Elder 639 —.449 —.440 —.144 —.647 —.265 553 —.450 —.589 =787 1,000
Mean 55,99 1.51 1.50 2.02 26,45 2.21 4015 4031 97.74 0.66 16,68
Standard dev, 5.10 1,25 1.11 0.60 13,16 0.38 2255 6408 6.31 0.48 7.53
SH|(r=-.308), ARR]RAH|(r=—426)= FHIAE A HUpE Fiptolgo] Wk Zloloh AJH|= £

3} ol KA ARRAS Uehyla, Rauets
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SAHTEY

Br=—319)7 FOIITE ()2 ALRATH
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£ A ojujgith AHEs

Solujgt 22 AueAE
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Hofedt foniet

5
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w3t}
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